
 September 2021 Newsletter
Star Quilters Guild of Roanoke, Virginia, 

and the surrounding area of the 
beautiful Blue Ridge Mountains

     http://starquilters.org/

Read This Before the Meeting
MASKS – The church is now requiring that everyone wear a mask. 
ANNIVERSARY PHOTO – Just before the meeting, come to the steps outside the 
church to be part of a 40th Anniversary photo of our group.
ANNIVERSARY QUILTS – If you’re one of the people who has made a quilt to 
celebrate one of the 40 years this guild has existed, bring it to the September meeting 
to turn it in. They will be displayed at the October meeting. 
HOLIDAY QUILTS MADE WITH PANELS – Our speaker invites you to bring quilts 
you have made using holiday panels to show to the guild. 
HOLIDAY PANELS FOR SALE – Our Ways and Means Committee will have a good 
selection of fabric printed with holiday panels. Come early to see and buy them at 
bargain prices. 

Our September Program: 
"It's Not Too Late to Make a Holiday Quilt" by Kathy Wickham

at Christ Lutheran Church, 2011 Brandon Avenue SW, Roanoke
on Monday, September 13, at 7 PM

     Guild member Kathy Wickham will be showing how to use panels, precuts, patterns, 
and special techniques to make quick holiday gifts and decorative items. 

     As the holidays are quickly approaching, you 
realize you need more quilted gifts. Then you think it
would be great to have new holiday decor. Or you 
remember that beautiful holiday fabric you bought in
February that still sits on a shelf. Join us for our 
September program "It's Not Too Late to Make a 
Holiday Quilt." Come and see how fabric panels and 
quick quilting can help you solve your time crunch 
dilemma. Kathy will show how panels can become 
quilts, wall hangings, table runners and so much more.
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Officers and Committee Chairs
Dawn Schaben, President
Ann Ware, Vice President

Claire Hightower, Secretary
Sue Berry, Treasurer

Judy Bradley, Comfort Quilts Committee
Kristin Farwig, Historian

Gisela O'Connor, Hospitality Committee
Kathy Wickham, Library Committee

Jennifer Adams, Membership Committee
Laura Perry, Newsletter Editor

Richard DeHart, Program Committee
Sarah Baumgardner, Publicity Committee
Cathy Russell, Special Events Committee

Sue Thurston, Sunshine Committee
Cathy Henderson and Donna Bohon, Ways & Means Committee

Susan Kraterfield, Webmaster
Their telephone numbers and email addresses are in the Membership Directory.

Minutes of the Star Quilters Guild Meeting on August 2, 2021 
     Our Guild met in-person at Christ Lutheran Church. Our Ways and Means tables were
open for shopping while we socialized prior to the meeting. President Dawn Schaben 
called our meeting to order at 7:02 PM. After welcoming members and guests, she 
turned the meeting over to Program Committee Chair Richard DeHart, who introduced 
our guest speaker, T Carter.
     Program
     T Carter is a fiber artist and quilter as well as a historian and activist. She began 
sewing as a first-grader, making draw-string purses. She worked in the bridal 
department of a fabric store but she felt drawn to the quilt department. After she 
earned her master’s degree in American History, she attended an outdoor quilt show, 
which increased her interest in quilting.
     T presented a wonderful Indigenous-inspired trunk show complete with snippets of 
Native American customs and history. If you missed the meeting, or perhaps would like 
another look at T’s quilts, check out  https://www.historyoutsidethebox.net – and Kristin
Farwig’s wonderful photos on our guild’s Facebook page - 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/114448361921935/media  
     Many of T’s quilts feature animals in nature, animals being important in Indigenous 
culture. T created a quilt of her own photos, printed on silk, of places significant in the 
life of Crazy Horse. Her quilt “Ojibwe Jingle” incorporates many cone-shaped tin 
ornaments traditionally used on dance shawls, as well as Jacobean flowers heavily
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beaded in Indigenous style. T shared with us the hidden history represented in her 
lovely Dakota 38 quilt. The center of the quilt is a traditional eight-point star in the 
colors of the medicine wheel, with a total of 38 feathers on the sides, each feather 
containing the name of one of the 38 Dakota men executed in the largest mass 
execution in U.S. history. She made this quilt for the 150-year anniversary of the event.
     T also provided some quilting tips. She uses Dream Green polyester batting because 
it reduces fold lines in her quilts. She uses Aurifil 2310 thread for piecing because it 
seems to blend well with everything. She uses glass eyes purchased from a taxidermist 
for animals’ eyes and Moda Marbles fabrics for animals’ coats or skins in her quilts.
Business Meeting
      Membership: Jennifer Adams reported 40 members and two guests were present at 
our meeting.
      Comfort Quilts: Ten quilts were turned in at our meeting. There will be a Comfort 
Quilts sew-in on September 10 from 10 to 2 at Our Lady of Nazareth Church. Kits for
the patterns “Cheaper by the Dozen” and the 7x9 block quilts for children will be 
available. Please RSVP to Judy Bradley so she knows how many kits to prepare for the 
sew-in.
      Programs: Kathy Wickham will present “It’s Not Too Late for Christmas” at our 
September meeting. Our October meeting will feature our Fortieth Anniversary 
Celebration quilts.
     Hospitality: Gisela O’Connor announced the August birthdays.
     Library: Kathy Wickham announced that she has access to our library at the church.
     Ways and Means:  Members spent $139.04 at the Ways and Means table.
     Publicity: Sarah Baumgardner announced that she has membership brochures 
available.
     Special Events: Cathy Russell announced that the group traveling to the Grand 
Opening of Fork Mountain Quilts in Rocky Mount on August 7 will meet at the Lowe’s 
opposite Fleet Feet. A trip to Quilted Expressions and Sew Simple in Lynchburg and 
Threads Run Through It in Rustburg is planned for August 21.
     Sunshine: Contact Sue Thurston if you know of a member who could use some cheer.
     Treasurer: Sue Berry requested that we use the expense and income forms on our 
guild website for all transactions reported to her.
Show and Tell
     Items presented included “It Used to Be a Skirt” multicolored quilt, a child’s quilt, a 
Cherries quilt, and a “Dream Big” flower. Thanks to all for sharing their wonderful quilts.
Closing
     The meeting adjourned at 8:40. Due to the Labor Day Holiday, our next meeting will 
take place on the second Monday, September 13.
Respectfully submitted,
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS
New Members – Membership Directory – Pins for Sale

     We currently have 108 members. We welcomed new member Carolyn Loop at the 
August meeting. You can read her welcome information in this newsletter. We will be 
sending a few changes to the directory via email, so be looking for that coming from 
Laura Perry. We will have Star Quilters Guild pins for sale at the September meeting. 
Pins with the old logo are $1 each. Pins with the new logo are $2 each. We look forward 
to seeing you at the September meeting.
Jennifer Adams and Donna Conner, Membership Committee

QUILT RETREATS
     Our 3rd annual Retreat this month is completely filled. If you would like to 
participate next year, let me know and I will put you on next year’s list for a retreat 
(probably on a Wednesday afternoon to Sunday morning in fall 2022). 
~ Cathy Russell

Busy Hands
      Join a small group of members working on hand work projects.
We will meet around 6:30 on Monday, September 20th, at Barnes 
& Noble at Tanglewood for an hour and a half. Enjoy a cup of your
favorite coffee while working on your project. Text me if you 
have questions. ~ Anne Ware

Newsletter
     Please let me know if you are interested in writing articles for the newsletter or 
working on any other aspect of its production. 
~ Laura Perry

News from the Library Committee
        Here are a few books from our library you might be interested in borrowing, 
especially after the September program, "It's Not Too Late to Make a Holiday Quilt."
Clever Quilts
Quick Quilts for the Holidays
Deck the Halls
Home for Christmas

   I plan to have these books available to borrow at the September meeting 
~ Kathy Wickham
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Comfort Quilts
     On Thursday, August 19, 83 quilts were delivered to agencies in the Roanoke Valley.
Four quilts went to Bethany Hall, 18 quilts to Turning Points, 30 quilts to the 
Presbyterian Community Center, 6 quilts and three knitted afghans to the Blue Ridge 
Women’s Center, 11 quilts to Family Promise, and 11 quilts to the Blue Ridge Cancer 
Center. Thank you to all in our Guild who made this possible. - Judy Bradley

Starry Eyed Quilters
     Several members of our guild are particularly interested in learning new techniques 
and producing art quilts. Ask guild member Susan Kraterfield if you’d like to be put on 
their mailing list to get notices of meetings. 
https://starquilters.org/about-2/art-quilts-aka-starry-eyed-quilters/

     

Happy Birthday to the TWELVE guild members born in September!
Since this newsletter is available to the public online, we have started omitting surnames and dates to

protect members’ privacy. The dates can be found in our membership directory, 
which is available only to members. 

~ Gisela O’Connor, Hospitality Chair

STAYING SAFE ONLINE
     Many of us enjoy finding quilt patterns and much more on the Internet. I work for a 
company that is very diligent about online security, and I’d like to share two links that 
will help you to be safe from hackers and identity thieves. 
     The first is a page that provides ways to manage your privacy settings on social 
media, emails, online posts, shopping site, etc. https://staysafeonline.org/stay-safe-
online/managing-your-privacy/manage-privacy-settings/ 
     The second allows you to test a password to see how long it would take for a hacker 
to break. https://bitwarden.com/password-strength/? 
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Support Our Advertisers … They Support Us!

  

 

 

   
 

Quiltessas
     The Quiltessas are a group of people who meet to sew and quilt at Our Lady of 
Nazareth Church on Electric Road. Most of them are members of our guild, and they 
assemble quilt kits they make available so that members can make Comfort Quilts –- 
quilts we give to hospitalized veterans, foster children, homeless teens, hospitalized 
children, cancer patients, and others who need the comfort of knowing that someone 
cares about them.
     Usually they meet on weekday mornings. If you are free then, you are welcome to 
join them. Just phone, text, or email guild member Judy Bradley for info. 
Judy Bradley – (540) 344-4558 - Bradxjude@aol.com 
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Ways and Means
     Donna will not be in town in September, so the Ways and Means tables will not 
include books, magazines, or patterns. 
     Cathy will be bringing fabric, including lots of panels so people can make some of the 
quick holiday quilts that Kathy Wickham will be showing us. 
     Please delay bringing donations for the Ways and Means tables until later. 

Welcome to our New Member, Carolyn Loop
     Carolyn Loop has lived in Botetourt County all her life, near the former Trinity School Quilt 
Shop, and started quilting 15 years ago. Cathy Henderson, one of our members, lives near her in 
Troutville. During the Covid quarantine time, Carolyn had her 3 grandchildren (2 high school and 
1 college age) doing their lessons at the house because of the internet access. Carolyn’s aunts 
were avid quilters who hand-tied all their quilts. Carolyn has a Bernina 660, 770, 2 Singer 
featherweights, which she loves using, a treadle machine, and her vintage pink Atlas from high 
school. Carolyn also has an embroidery machine but wants to learn to quilt with it. Since retiring,
she also wants to learn about paper-piecing, crumb quilts, quilt as you go, and machine quilting. 
Her other hobbies are cross stitch, rug hooking, reading, and camping. In fact, she has just 
gotten back from 8 days at the Chesapeake Bay area in their new camper. The end of October 
will be the end of their scheduled road trips, so Carolyn will be ready to return to her love of 
quilting and learning new techniques.
– Donna Conner

A Retreat with Classes by the Virginia Consortium of Quilters
April 28 – May 1, 2022 Skelton 4-H Center at Smith Mountain Lake.

16 classes over 2 days. Cost: $385 per VCQ member and $485 per non-member. 
http://www.vcq.org/celebration/2022/info.php 

TREASURER’S REPORT
Financial Information for July 1-31, 2021 
BB&T (Truist) Checking Account 1:
     $11,314.76 Beginning balance
     $10,843.12 Ending balance
$332.00 Income received
$803.65 Expenses paid 
     Note: The guild has a second checking account at BB&T (Truist) which is used to 
process PayPal income transactions (and any refunds) before transferring the amounts 
to the above account. The balance of this second account is kept at $100.00. Please call 
me if you have comments or questions. 
~ Sue Berry, Treasurer
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If you haven’t been following our facebook page,
you may have missed Kristen’s Instagram posts
and these recent stories. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
114448361921935 

Toys 4 Bot-E-Tots provides toys at Christmas 
to kids in Botetourt County. 

https://www.facebook.com/Toys-4-Bot-E-Tots-653967591388197/

  Would you like to run an ad in our newsletter? It has to be related to 
quilting in some way. Cost is $20 for a business-card sized ad that appears in every 
issue of the newsletter.
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SPECIAL SEPTEMBER EVENTS

 September Comfort Quilt Workshop – September 10
     The Comfort Quilts committee will be hosting a workshop on Friday, September 10, 
from 10 until 2 in the Fellowship Hall at Our Lady of Nazareth Church on Electric Road. 
Bring your lunch and everything you’ll need to sew a quilt. Please, RSVP me by September
7th to let me know what size kit you would like, a small child’s or a lap size. Judy Bradley
– (540) 344-4558 - Bradxjude@aol.com  

Quilting Questions Workshop – September 19
Saturday, September 19 from 10-2 pm at Christ Lutheran Church 

     Drop by between 10 and 2 with your questions about quilting design, ruler use, 
patchwork, home-machine quilting, and binding. Or ANY quilting question you may have. 
Several experienced quilters from the guild will help with the clinics. There is no fee for
attending the clinics. Coffee and donuts will be available, too!
     Another Quilting Questions Workshop will be held on Saturday, October 9 from 10-2
pm at Christ Lutheran Church. Come to one or both!

... and events sponsored by other groups ...

September 7 at 7 pm - “Healthy Hands,” a Zoom meeting sponsored by The Quilting 
Party – about sewing and quilting without damaging your hands. Wrie kutauber@aol.com 

September 11, 9:30 am – 12:30 pm – an online class, “Fearless Applique,” presented by 
the Virginia Consortium of Quilters. $30/$35. See www.vcq.org

September 12 - a Zoom meeting of the Textile Artists of Virginia
See https://textileartva.wixsite.com/tava For link, write KUTauber@aol.com  

Until October 15, 2021 - “Reflections: Art in the Times of Covid-19” at the Artful 
Lawyer, 318 North Main Street, Blacksburg, VA

Until October 17, 2021 - “Stories of West Africa” by Hollis Chatelain – prints of her 
painted quilts in the Perspective Gallery at Virginia Tech in Blacksburg. Or, watch a 25-
minute video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WBfdw6Nlwg8 

See You in September!
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