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January 2021 Newsletter
Star Quilters Guild of Roanoke,Virginia

and the surrounding area of the 
beautiful Blue Ridge Mountains 

http://starquilters.org/

Please Welcome New Member...
Betty Jo (BJ) Jensen... She lived in Danville until 2005, 
when she and her husband moved to Union Hall.  In 2018 they 
moved to Wirtz, VA and live near the Homestead Creamery.
She worked 39 years at Good Year Tire in a highly stressful su-
pervisory position.  Since BJ’s mother had been a professional 
seamstress, she acquired a love of a variety of arts and crafts 
techniques (oil painting, stained glass, etc.).  She started a quilt 
when her daughter was pregnant and 16 years later, she met 
Barbara Turner, who taught sewing classes and Barbara helped 
her finish the quilt.  BJ says she has only been a “real” quilter 
since 2018, but since she likes to see a project to completion, 
2018 was also the year she bought her longarm quilting ma-
chine. BJ is a member of the Lake Guild and is program chair 
for 2021-22.  She likes to do projects [landscapes, conver-
gence] that are interesting and allow her to be creative, but she 
is not a rule follower.  Her philosophy is “The more I learn the 
better I will be.” 
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GUILD BUSINESS
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
A new year has arrived and hope is on the horizon with the Covid-19 vaccine.   So, while we’re 
still staying safe and socially distanced, the Star Quilters Guild has a full slate of activities ready 
for the first five months of 2021!   What are you planning to learn this year?  Zoom meetings and 
workshops are a wonderful way to see your friends and to have fun.   If you haven’t yet signed up 
for activities, please fill out the registration form attached in this newsletter email.   Have you ever 
participated in a Guild Challenge?  The “Scrappy 20” and the “40th Anniversary Challenge” are 
great opportunities with no judging.  All skill levels and all quilt styles can participate.  If you have 
reservations or questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out.   Get the most from your membership 
by joining our  monthly zoom meetings, and share great experiences with other members while 

you grow wonderful friendships and community.   Happy New Year!   
JOY-fully, 

      Bonnie Scott
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Treasurer’s Report for November 21, 2020 – December 24, 2020
Income - $765.00
Expenses - $348.57
December 24, 2020 - Cash on Hand - $11,458.90
Please email me at: deborahmacshealy@gmail.com with any comments or questions.

                                       ~ Deborah Shealy

Busy Hands 
Any member is welcome to join a small group of members working on their hand sewing projects. 
We will be meeting Monday, January 18th. around 6:30 at Dawn Schaben’s home . You will find 
her address in the directory.  Always check the INFO TO STITCH ABOUT on Thursday in case 
of any changes. Please email Ann Ware if you are planning to attend so we will have an idea for 
seating.                                                                                                                         ~Ann Ware 

Comfort Quilts 
We delivered 53 quilts to the North Roanoke Assisted Living facility on December 15th. It is 
home to 115 residents, many who face daily challenges.
                                                                                                                                             ~Judy Bradley

PROGRAMMING/EDUCATION
DID YOU KNOW ........

“Tips for Quilting on a Budget”
Sometimes when I tell someone I’ve just met that I love to quilt they respond “But isn’t quilt-
ing an expensive hobby?”  Well, as most of us know it can be with good quality fabric costing 
upwards of $12 a yard at most quilt shops and quilting books often at $25 each.  However, 
there are ways to quilt without breaking the bank.                 
Following are a few examples:
1.  Free Patterns! Check out some of the following businesses on line for free downloadable 
patterns: Moda Fabrics, Jordan Fabrics, Henry Glass & Co., Windham Fabrics, Connecting 
Threads, Fat Quarter Shop. Additionally, quilting instructors often offer free quilting tutorials.  
Some of my favorites are Pat Sloan (“Quilt Along with Pat Sloan” on Facebook), Jenny Doan 
of Missouri Star Quilt Company, and Lori Holt (look for free tutorials on YouTube).
2.  Free Instruction!  Taking classes to learn how to quilt can be expensive with even a half day 
class sometimes costing $50 or more.  Check out instructional videos on YouTube for every-
thing from how to achieve an accurate ¼ “ seam allowance to how to free motion quilt on your 
home sewing machine. One of my favorite instructors for sewing accuracy is Kaye England 
(checkout her YouTube posts). Of course, you’re already connected to a wealth of knowledge 
through our guild!  Don’t hesitate to ask for help on our Star Quilter’s Facebook page if you get 
stuck.  There are many experienced and talented quilters ready and able to help you!
3.  Low cost Fabric, Books, Patterns!  Did you know that our guild has a Ways and Means 
committee that accepts donations of fabric notions, books, magazines and patterns? Donna 
Bohon organizes the donated books, patterns and magazines and I organize the donated fabrics, 
kits and notions.                             ...continued at the top of page 3
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continued ...
When we have a “normal” (non-Zoom) meeting, Donna and I arrive early and set out a selec-
tion of donated goods for our members to shop through!  Most fabric is priced at $2 per yard 
and magazines are $.25 each!  What a bargain! And the proceeds of each sale go directly into 
the guild’s treasury.  It’s a win-win event! Look for an upcoming “Ways and Means” event this 
spring!
4.  Coupons!  Don’t we all love a bargin?  I get 40%-70% off coupons from Joann’s Fabrics 
often and I generally try to reserve them for expensive notions and batting for quilts.  Although 
some of the fabric at Joann’s is of lesser quality, I confess that I sometimes purchase bulk yard-
age of white or off-white tone on tone fabric to be added to my stash for future projects “if” it 
passes the touch test!  Usually the item cannot be on sale for the coupon to apply so this takes 
a little planning to execute but it’s a great way to save money and get tools you need. Checkout 
the downloadable app for your phone to make this even easier!
5.  Save those scraps!  Of course we will have to buy some of that beautiful $12 per yard fabric 
from time to time. But what do you do with what’s left over?  Years ago I started cutting scrap 
fabric into 5” squares (what we now call Charms) and storing them in a drawer.  Over time I ac-
cumulated a large quantity of beautiful fabrics and have made several wonderful almost “free” 
quilts from them!  There are many books available today (some of which you can find in our 
guild’s library) on how to cut, store and use scraps to make stunning quilts.  It feels so wonder-
ful to salvage beautiful fabrics in this way!
I hope you’ve found a few of these tips helpful and will be inspired to make even more quilts in 
2021 while saving money!                                                                                 ~Cathy Henderson

Star Quilters Guild Retreat 
Join us for our FIRST SPRING Quilt Retreat!

DATE:  April 7th - April 11th - date was changed
COST:  $250 - $285.00  
INCLUDES:  Rooms, Breakfast & Dinner

I have 5 people that have signed up. Please if you are interested - text me or call me @ 494-0522 to 
let me know if you are wanting to join us or email me @ bfmshmk@yahoo.com. I need to know by 
January 6th. And, I need a down payment of $75.00 or more as I have to make a deposit with the 
4-H Center.  Please make your check out to “Star Quilters Guild”.   

Please join us in fellowship & sewing!
                                                                                                                                              ~Cathy Russell

Starry Eyes 
Art Challenge: Wholecloth
Join the Starry Eyes in creating whole cloth quilts.  As usual for this group, the main rule is “no 
rules”.  
• Reveal in Sept ‘21 so there’s time to dye in warm weather.  
• Any size you like.
• Any kind of top except pieced... linen, ice dyed, focus on free motion, painted,   panel, dyed 

crochet overlaid on another textile.
• Okay to add borders around the ‘whole cloth’.
If you are interested, let me know so I can include you in group conversations about the challenge.                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                           ~ Susan Kraterfield



Page 4Page 4

                                                              
Members are encouraged to submit websites, books, museums and other quilt related items of interest,

 
Websites to Spark Your Creativity

MONTHLY PROGRAMS/WORKSHOPS/ACTIVITIES
January 9th      UFO Swap at 1 pm at Our Lady of Nazareth Church parking lot
January 11th    SQG Monthly Meeting:  “Deep Dive into Needles, Thread, Batting 
                        & Fabric” with Carrie Zizza.  To view her fun presentation details, go to:      
                                 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZvCOd6DU-JM
PLEASE NOTE:  The Zoom link will be sent by email on Sunday evening as a separate 

email.  PLEASE put it in a safe file for retrieval on Monday night! 

January 16th     40th Anniversary Challenge discussion via Zoom 10 am – Noon
                        (contact Kelly Zuber 540-309-0317 to join)

January 23rd    Virtual Mystery Workshop Day (description below)
                        (Contact Susan Kraterfield  540-339-6029 to participate)

February 1st     SQG Monthly Meeting:  “Let’s Talk Texture” Free Motion Quilting 
                        with Christina Cameli  (christinacameli.com)  Guest registration due
                        January 22nd (see Deadlines below)
                                             
Feburary 6th     WORKSHOP “Combining Designs” Free Motion Quilting with
                        Christina Cameli   (Contact Sue Thurston 540-597-3654) 
     We still need 8 more people by Jan 3rd or the workshop will be canceled!

February 8th       Guild Board Meeting   7 pm

DEADLINES:

January 3rd        Last Day to sign up for the “Combining Designs” Workshop
We still need 5 more people or the workshop will be canceled!

 (Contact Sue Thurston 540-597-3654)
January 6th            Last Day to sign up for the SQG Spring Retreat

We need some more people for the retreat.  We need some more people for the retreat.  
(Contact Cathy Russell  494-0522 or email bfmshmk@yahoo.com)

January 22nd     Guest registration $15.00 due for February Meeting.  
                                (Contact Sue Thurston 540-597-3654)

February 19th    Workshop “Colour Bugs” Slash & sew improv technique combined with 
                         sewing curves!  (Contact Sue Thurston 540-597-3654)  
      Workshop description on  attached program/workshop sheets.
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Virtual Mystery Workshop
Saturday,  January 23rd 10:00 am - 3:00 pm
Just what we need in the dark days of January!  “Come” to a workshop and make a mystery quilt.  
Raid your stash for pleasing fabrics in modest amounts and start sewing.  We’ll kick off on Zoom at 
10 am and return to Zoom after each step for Show & Tell and to receive the next instructions. 
 
All guild members are welcome.  RSVP to starquilters.roanoke@gmail.com to receive complete in-
structions and Zoom information.   
Please see the attachment for more details on fabrics and supplies.
                                                                                                                          ~Susan Kraterfield   

Star Quilters Guild 
Anniversary Quilt Challenge 

Our guild is turning 40 years old this year and we are having a very special quilt challenge to cele-
brate our anniversary.  Kelly Zuber is heading up this challenge and holding a discussion on January 
16th to get the ball rolling.  The theme is “Life in America:  40 Yeaers of Star Quilters Guild” with 40 
wall-hanging quilts representing each year from 1981 to 2021.   Contact Kelly Zuber 540-309-0317 
to join in on the discussion and tune in to Zoom on the 16th for the details.                      ~Jill Moody

UFO Swap
The UFO Swap is scheduled for Saturday,  January 9th at one o’clock.  We will meet in the park-
ing lot of Our Lady Of Nazareth Church, 2505 Electric Road, Roanoke, 24018.  Our snow date is 
January 16th.  If someone would like to join us, please call or email me at kittydelapp1@mac.com  
or 540-204-3092.
Happy New Year!                                                                                                  ~Kitty DeLapp

The Quilt Lifecycle in Four Short Lessons   (Beginner level)
The programming team is preparing a course with basic quilting information to help less experi-
enced quilters jump-start their quilting knowledge with information from more experienced quil-
ters.  The classes and instructors are:
Design – Judy Coffman
Assembly – Sue Berry
Quilting – Sue Thurston
Finishing – Donna Kittelson
The first class will begin promptly at 6:30 pm on Monday, January 14th (Prior to our regular guild 
meeting). The remaining classes will be held prior to the February and April meetings. The class-
es will last about 30-minutes duration with15 minutes for instructor comments and 15 minutes for 
questions. A handout for each class will be available.  A Zoom invitation will be sent to all guild 
members prior to the meeting time.   To join this event, please click the regular meeting Zoom 
link (that will be sent Sun., Jan 10th) but at the earlier time indicated between 6:15 – 6:25 pm.   
The handout for the January class is attached to this newsletter email for you to print out and read 
ahead of time.  ALL ARE WELCOME.  If you are an experienced quilter be prepared to share 
your hard-earned knowledge during the questions time.
PLEASE sign in as always to the Zoom link for the Monday Guild meeting between 6:15-6:25 
pm so you can get directed into the “Break-Out-Room” within the meeting.  (The Zoom link will 
be emailed on Sunday Evening.) 
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“Scrappy 20 with a Twist in 2021” Guild Challenge

Challenge: Choose 10 fabrics of one type and 10 fabrics of another type, plus a back-
ground fabric of your choice, to make a quilt. Examples might be 10 darks + 10 lights, 
10 reds + 10 blues, 10 stripes + 10 polka dots, 10 Christmas + 10 solids, 10 blacks + 10 
whites, 10 fabrics bought years ago + 10 recent fabrics. The combinations are limited 
only by your imagination! After you reach the goal of 10 different fabrics of one type, you 
may use duplicates. Members are encouraged to trade scraps with each other if you need 
more variety.
Design Twist: Get out of your rut and try something new! Go Bold!!! Try a different 
approach like a new style, colorway, or technique. Example: if you are a tradition-
al quilter, try modern or art; if you lean to neutral colors, try vibrant; if you always 
piece, try applique.
Size: Any size from miniature to king
Construction: 3-layer quilt sandwich with binding and label
Due: April 2021 SQG meeting (month the 2021 Quilt Show would have been held) 
It will not be judged but may be entered in an appropriate category in the 2023 Quilt 
Show with the addition of a hanging sleeve.                    ~Judy Coffman

AREAS OF INTEREST
JANUARY  BIRTHDAYS

Dawn Schaben  2ND 
Kyoko Yamamura  7TH

Jo Bell  8TH

Janet Chappel 8TH

Risa Katz-Albert  8TH

Laura Perry  11th
David Yeager  16TH

Sallie Powers  18TH

Judy Bradley  20TH

Nancy Oldham  27TH

Jenna Pynn  27TH

Melody Sutpin  31ST

                                                                                                            ~ Gisela O’Connor

Kristin Farwig lost her father, Timothy Larkin, on November 18, 2020.  He was born on April 10, 
1925 and was raised in Hoboken, New Jersey. He served on a submarine in WWII.  He had a way 
with words and worked as a freelance writer, writing books, poems and speeches.  He also enjoyed 
creating digital art.  To read more about his amazing life, follow the link below to his obituary.  
Our condolences, Kristin. 
https://www.fhnfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Timothy-Larkin/Obituary
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Dear Grandchild, 
This quilt is not for your crib. This quilt is for the nights you cannot sleep except rocking gently 
in Mom or Dad’s arms. This quilt is for sleeping on your Dad’s chest as he watches ”the game” on 
TV. This quilt is for you to lay on in the sunlight and roll over for the first time. This quilt is for 
the days you are sick and you need extra cuddles from your far-away Grandma. This is the quilt 
you will hopefully drag with you everywhere for years to come, so that I may be with you always.
-- posted to Scrap Quilters Facebook group by Karen Laforet Beversdorf - submitted by Laura Perry 

                   January 21........."The History of the Sewing Machine" with Terri Sontra 
                            presented by Roanoke Modern Quilt Guild via Zoom.
                                                Non-members fee of $5.
                                                Contact jessicajnorris@hotmail.com if you have any questions.  

                     January 9 ........”Introduction to Hand Quilting Morning Class” taught by Joan Dreyer
                                               10:00 AM  12:00 PM at the Virginia Quilt Museum
                                               8 person class size   $35.00 through Eventbrite
                    January 9 .........”Introduction to Hand Quilting Afternoon Class” taught by Joan Dreyer
       1:00 PM  3:00 PM at the Virginia Quilt Museum
       8 person class size   $35.00 through Eventbrite
         Januray 15.........” Healing Quilts” with Lisa Ellis 2 PM via Zoom
                                                 $30.00 through Eventbrite

             https://www.vaquiltmuseum.org/   
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ADVERTISING

3609 Brambleton Ave., Roanoke, VA  24018  
540-989-4412

mail@alpinesewingmachine.com
You can also call in your order 

for curb side pickup or we will ship to you!
OPEN Mon. - Fri. 9am to 5pm

Saturday 9am to 2pm

   People who want an ad in our 
newsletter should remember that payment for that is 

due at the same time as membership dues. 
The cost is $20 a year for a business-card sized ad that 

appears in every issue of the newsletter.  For more infor-
mation, contact Jill Moody (SQG Newslettter Editor) at 

rjmoody@cox.net.


