October 2019 Newsletter
Star Quilters Guild of Roanoke, Virginia,
and the surrounding area of the
beautiful Blue Ridge Mountains
http://starquilters.org/

Our October Program:
at Christ Lutheran Church, corner of Brandon and Grandin in Roanoke
on Monday, October 7, at 7 PM

"A Collage of Tips, Tricks, and Tidbits" by Augusta Cole
Come hear Augusta Cole share her love for the art of quilt-making. She will be using a
projector to show us shortcuts, projects, favorite methods, and tools – as well as
wonderful quilts.
You might want to bring pencil and paper, since she offers many shortcuts to make
quilt life easier. These tricks are treats everyone will want to try!
Augusta Cole’s quilting career began in North Carolina 35 years ago when she joined
the Pamlico River Quilters Guild. In 1982, she was asked to be on the board of directors
for the North Carolina Quilt Symposium. Two years later, she moved to Richmond and
became active in the quilting groups there, eventually serving as President of the
Virginia Consortium of Quilters, a statewide quilting group.
Currently, she offers a variety of workshops – many of them “snappy, scrappy”
classes. She loves to teach and travel and regularly teaches workshops up and down the
East Coast and beyond. It’s possible she will be doing a workshop for us in the spring!

SIGN UP for the Convergence Quilt Workshop
led by Susan Kraterfield
on Saturday, October 26, 2019.
RSVP to dschaben@aol.com or 540-354-8464.

SIGN UP for a table to sell quilting and sewing items

at the Guild meeting on November 4th.
Call or text Dawn Schaben at 540-354-8464 with
questions you have, or to sign up before it’s too late.
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Officers and Committee Chairs for 2018-2019
President ..........................................................Judy McWhorter
Vice-President ............................................... Susan Kraterfield
Secretary ......................................................... Claire Hightower
Treasurer ...................................................................... Sue Berry
Historian ......................................................................Kelly Zuber
Hospitality ................................. Gisela O'Connor & Judy Bird
Library ...................................................................... Betty Tyree
Membership ...................... Jennifer Adams & Bonnie Blessing
Newsletter ................................................................. Laura Perry
Programs .................................................................Dawn Schaben
Publicity .................................................................... Linda Badger
Quilt Show .............................................................. Judy Coffman
Service Projects .................... Judy Bradley & Ethel Simmons
Special Events ........................................................ Cathy Russell
Sunshine ................................................................... Sue Thurston
Ways & Means ............... Donna Bohon (books and magazines)
Ways & Means ................................. Cathy Henderson (fabric)
Web Page ........................................................ Susan Kraterfield
Their telephone numbers and email addresses are in the Membership Directory.

What’s Ahead at our Monday Meetings
November 4 - Indoor Yard Sale. Guild members will be able to rent a table for $15.00.
All proceeds from your sales will go to you! Here is your chance to clean out your sewing
space and get rid of UnFinished Objects you don't want to finish, fabric you can't
imagine why you purchased, the rulers, patterns, etc. that you no longer need or want.
And just in time to put some extra cash in your pocket before Christmas! Please call or
text Dawn Schaben at 540-354-8464 to add your name to the list of sellers.
December 2 – Our Holiday Social. In addition to a bountiful table of festive dishes, we
will display quilts on the theme of VIRGINIA.
January 13 - Needle Felting, with a trunk show, by Nancy Collins.
February 3 - “Let’s Talk Rulers,” a presentation by Phyllis Reeves.
March 2 - Kevin Womack will present a big trunk show of his quilt art.
April 6 - Lisa Alley from Bear Hugs Quiltworks.
May 4 – Our Spring Social.
~Dawn Schaben, Program Chair

AS YOU SEW, SO SHALL YOU RIP.
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Convergence Quilt Workshop led by Susan Kraterfield
Saturday, October 26, 2019
10:00 am to 3:00 pm at Cave Spring Methodist Church, 4505 Hazel Dr, Roanoke VA
Cost is: $5 (for church space rental)
Want to make a convergence like
those terrific quilts you’ve seen at
show-n-tell? (See Kelly Zuber’s at
right.)
Come join us. You’ll finish a
convergence top, ready to enhance
with borders or applique.
Supply list:
·
sewing machine, needle, thread,
pins, clippers, etc.
·
extension cord
·
cutting mat, rotary cutter, and a
cutting ruler as long as your mat
·
marking pen (it won’t show)
·
iron & ironing pad or board if it’s
practical for you to bring one
·
4 fat quarters of fabric + border fabric as desired – more suggestions below
·
Ricky Tims’ book Convergence Quilts (if you have it) to share
·
a bag lunch and drink for yourself
Fabric Suggestions:
·
4 fat quarters makes a convergence about 28”x36”. You can start with any
rectangle sizes that you are comfortable with. Ricky Tims, the creator, recommends 14
or 16 inches. I made one that started with 21”x27”rectangles, and the finished
convergence was around 35”x45”.
·
If you want to re-use fabrics from the convergence for the border, make sure you
have extra of those fabrics. Convergences look great with multiple borders; a
contrasting smallish inner border frames it well.
·
The convergence preserves the fabric design, so it’s a good strategy to showcase a
fabric you are loathe to chop up. Example: use 2 fat quarters of a single large scale
fabric, and pick up its colors in 2 other small scale or solid fat quarters.
·
Another example: choose 4 solids that speak to you. Yellow, red, blue, and black?
Coral, aqua, teal, and lime?
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·
For inspiration about fabric, Google [search online] images of Convergence Quilts,
or search “convergence” on the guild facebook page or Pinterest.
Reference material:
·
The best instructions are copyrighted by inventor Ricky Tims; I won’t try to
improve on them. Ricky Tims’ book, Convergence Quilts: Mysterious, Magical, Easy, and
Fun, is available from Amazon. I’ll bring mine, and we have one in the guild library.
·
FAQ on our website.. Convergence Calculator
·
FAQ on our website.. Handout from Pat Wade’s mini-class in 2012
·
FAQ on our website.. Slideshow for the workshop
·
Google [search] images of Convergence Quilts, or see Pinterest for inspiration
about fabric.
Reserve your space at the workshop with Program Chair Dawn Schaben dschaben@aol.com or 540-354-8464.

SMILING FACES AND BUSY HANDS
AT THE QUILT RETREAT
Thank you to the people who
attended our 1st Star Quilters
Retreat. You can see we had a great
time by our pictures on our Star
Quilters Facebook page.
I am planning to put together
another retreat next September. I
hope we can get some new faces to
join us!! And maybe one in the spring,
too, or a Lancaster, Pennsylvania,
field trip!! Talk to me…
~ Cathy Russell
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Minutes of the Star Quilters Guild Monthly Meeting on September 9, 2019
Our September meeting took place on the second Monday due to the Labor Day
holiday on the first Monday. President Judy McWhorter called our meeting to order at
7:00. She began our meeting by welcoming us, and then made a few announcements,
followed by our program, business meeting, and Show and Tell.
Announcements
Board Meeting: The board will meet on September 23. Please submit discussion topics
to Judy.
Sale of Estate Items: Judy Byrd’s quilts and quilting-related items have been
donated to our Guild and are on sale in the Ways and Means area.
Program
Member Cathy Fandel presented a delightful trunk show of her Christmas Quilts. Her
quilting journey began in Connecticut thirty years ago with a three-fabric sampler class
in Christmas colors. As Cathy told the story of her quilts, she commented on some
changes she has seen in the quilting world: the arrival of Debbie Mumm fabrics and
designs, the appearance of fat quarters, panels, and precuts, from charm squares to
jelly rolls. Cathy’s second quilt was a Debbie Mumm wall hanging, followed by a Road to
Ireland quilt. Cathy’s next two holiday quilts were table runners made from Star City
Creations patterns designed by Jill Setchell and Linda Whisman. Gee, those names sound
familiar! Then Cathy discovered Nine Patch Pizazz, which allowed her to use large-print
fabrics without cutting them into unrecognizable pieces. Cathy recommends panels and
kits for quick holiday decorations and gifts. She also likes to use linens as a whole-cloth
quilt top, particularly card-table cloths, vintage table runners and tea towels which she
finds at resale venues and estate sales. Cathy’s more recent Christmas quilts include a
modern sampler block-of-the-month from Judy McWhorter, and a redwork sampler.
Cathy makes aprons from the borders of used table cloths. How clever can one girl be!
Business Meeting
The Secretary’s report is in the newsletter.
The Treasurer’s report is available online.
Two soldier quilts and 23 comfort quilts were turned in. More kits are available,
including snowball kits.
Hospitality Chair Gisela O’Connor announced the September birthdays as well as her
own upcoming Naturalization Ceremony. She also announced a Trading Card (3 x 5 inches)
Challenge for our December Social.
Special Events Chair Cathy Russell announced that there is one opening for the
September 11-15 Quilt Retreat. Besides the usual quilting supplies, attendees should
bring the following items if they have them: power surge protector, sturdy extension
cord, sewing light, and bed lifts (to raise a table to cutting height). There is no need to
bring ice.
page 5

Membership Chair Jennifer Adams reported that 67 members, one guest, and one
new member were in attendance. If you did not receive a copy of the new Member
Directory in your email, please let Jennifer know.
Ways and Means reported an income of $21.75 from the Ways and Means table sales.
Free books are available on the table.
The September newsletter has been sent via email. The Board will discuss the
division of duties of Newsletter Editor, Publicity Chair, and Webmaster at the upcoming
Board meeting.
Program Chair Dawn Schaben is investigating possible programs for January through
June of 2020. She announced some upcoming programs and a workshop:
October program is to be determined.
November will be our Member Yard Sale.
December is our annual Holiday Social.
A Convergence Workshop on October 19 or October 26.
Show and Tell
Our members brought a wide variety of items for Show and Tell, including blocks
from a series of hand-applique classes, a completed Phyllis Reeves Aura quilt from a
guild workshop earlier this year, a Quilt of Valor, an antique half-square triangle quilt
top turned into a completed quilt, and many other items. Great work, quilters!
Closing
The meeting adjourned at 8:18. Our next meeting will take place on October 7.
Respectfully submitted,
Claire Hightower

to Guild members born in October
16 Donna Campbell
22 Karen McMillan
24 Becky Kea
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Guild Income and Expenses, May 1, 2019 – September 30, 2019
Income $2,638
Expenses $1,615
September 30, 2019 Cash-on-hand: $14,830
Notes: The income total above includes $433 from the sale of items from Judi Byrd’s
estate. The guild has also taken approximately $200 in fabric and batting from the
estate to use for Comfort Quilts.
Cash-on-hand includes carry-over amounts from previous years, quilt show proceeds
from the 2019 show, and memberships for this accounting year paid in the previous
accounting year.
Please call me if you have any comments or questions, 540-204-1994.
~ Sue Berry, Treasurer

Busy Hands
Come join a small group of members at Barnes and Noble at
Tanglewood, October 21st at 6:30. Work on those hand-sewing
projects you are trying to finish up before the holidays. Also
enjoy a cup of fall-favored coffee. We meet till around 8:00.
Any questions, text or email Ann Ware.

Make a Quilted Trading Card to exchange at the December Social
Why not quilt a “trading card” to exchange at the December
Social? All you have to do is make a VERY little quilt (3.5 x 2.5
inches).
Many of the Artist Trading Cards you will find online are not
quilted. Obviously, for this swap, we would prefer ones that are!
Take a look here:
https://quiltinggallery.com/2012/03/07/artist-trading-cards-tutorial/

NEWS FROM THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
A CORRECTION: There is an important correction to the directory that will be
available at the October meeting. Please check your own entry for correctness and let
me know of any changes.
COMING SOON: There is a new addition to the membership committee coming soon
to the guild. It will be explained in detail at the next meeting. It’s a way we can all be
involved in the guild on a new level, welcoming our new members.
~ Jennifer Adams, Membership Chair
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2699 Jubal Early Highway (Rt. 116) in Boones Mill

LIBRARY NEWS

We have the latest edition of Missouri Star’s Block
Magazine and a donated copy of Cotton Theory Quilting by
Betty Cotton. This is a “Quilt First-Then Assemble” method.
A great idea if you don’t have space under your machine
to quilt a large quilt. (I read a blog about an Art quilter who
does this … wish I could remember who.…)
Come visit the Library behind the curtains in the back
hallway of the church. Remember to sign out and check
in your books on the clipboard!
~ Betty Tyree
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GISELA IS AN AMERICAN NOW!
Loretta, Betty, David, Cynthia,
Donna, Sue, and Laura were among
the eleven Guild members who
attended the Naturalization
Ceremony for Gisela O'Connor at
the Federal Courthouse on Friday.
(Her very tall and proud husband
is in the back!)

Our New Guild Challenge: What’s Virginia Known For?
Our home state is filled with so many remarkable things. Let’s
commemorate them in quilts! There are no rules in this “just for fun”
guild challenge.:
◊ Traditional, art, modern, or avant garde ...
◊ Miniatures, queen-size, and barn quilts are all welcome.
Bring your results to the December social to share with all of us.
Need something to light a spark? Think … Dogwoods. Cardinals. Your church. Your
high school, college, grade school, or kindergarten. Booker T. Washington. Colonial
leadership. Blue Ridge. The bunker at Greenbrier. Galax music. Natural Bridge. Big Lick.
Railroad. Virginia Beach. D-Day. Rivers, lakes, mountains, hills, swamps, lighthouses…
I’m so looking forward to seeing the tribute to our home at the December social!
Remember, there are no rules in this “just for fun” guild challenge… traditional, art,
modern, or avant garde. Bring miniatures, queen-size quilts, or barn quilts! No ribbons or
judging, but we will have “people’s choice” with chocolate kisses for ballots.
If you are making one, please drop me a note with estimated dimensions. It will help
us plan their display at the social.
~ Susan Kraterfield skraterfield@gmail.com
Welcome to our newest member, Mel Martin, who joined
at the September meeting. Please welcome her when you
see her. Her contact information will be available at the
Membership table at the October meeting.
~ Jennifer Adams, Membership Chair
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VIRGINIA QUILT MUSEUM NEWS
← “My Girl” by Lori Schrock
One of the quilts currently on display at
the Virginia Quilt Museum, 301 S. Main St..
Harrisonburg, VA. 22801, (540) 433-3818.
www.vaquiltmuseum.org

Sew Much Talent 2019
The Virginia Quilt Museum’s online auction will feature quilts from artists from all
over the country. Items will be auctioned online from Monday, October 14, 2019
at 7 AM to Sunday, October 27, 2019 at 9 PM
https://www.benefitbidding.net/auctions/listings/index.cfm?auction=505&resetcategory=1

At right, one of the items in the auction:
Batik Spiral Table Runner, created by the
Madison County Quilters Guild in Madison, VA.

The Buhl-Bushong Quilt
The Buhl-Bushong Quilt was made in 1855 by Elizabeth
"Bett" Bushong of New Market, VA. The quilt was passed
on to the Buhl family in 1955 when Elizabeth's great niece,
Elva Good, passed away.
There is a Facebook group for people interested in making
their own version of this quilt:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/437497763473788/

What Do You Love about Winter?
Share your answer with us by creating a 15" by 15" Mini Quilt that fits into our
Winter Wonderland theme! Mini Quilt entries will hang in the Virginia Quilt Museum
from November 1-December 14, 2019. For this challenge, every Mini Quilt must have a
sleeve on it. Challenge entries must reach us by November 1, 2019 with the completed
contract and $10 payment. For more information, visit
http://www.vaquiltmuseum.org/2019-winter-wonderland-challenge
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A TRIP TO BOONE’S COUNTRY STORE
Boone’s Country Store recently had a fabric sale, so I plugged the address into my
phone’s GPS and off I went. I soon realized that the store is not in “downtown” Boones
Mill or even off of 220 South. It is in fact on Jubal Early Highway, a little over 9 miles
east of “downtown” Boones Mill and just 2.9 miles north of the Homestead Creamery at
Burnt Chimney. The store’s address is 2699 Jubal Early Highway, and their phone
number is 540-721-2478. It sits a bit off the road on the right (if you are headed
south) with a large gravel parking lot.
The store is divided into two sections -- to the right, fabric, threads, and notions,
and to the left, a small grocery store that contains several items, including baked goods
and prepared food of all kinds. The smell as you walk into the store is amazing! Their
baked goods are made from scratch, using local ingredients, and baked in the store.
Some of their offerings are cinnamon buns, pumpkin bread, chicken pot pie, white bread,
coconut crème pies, and butterscotch pies.
Back to fabric – they have a really nice selection of batik fabrics, Civil War fabrics,
and other quilting fabrics. Boone’s Country Store has very few holiday-themed fabrics,
but they have a large remnant table and a variety of extra-wide fabric so useful for
quilt backings. The sale was nice and I took advantage of it, but I have to say that even
their regular prices are good! They carry an assortment of notions for sewing or quilting,
including McCall patterns and Mettler threads. They also have quilts for sale and even
some handmade clothing. It is a family-owned and operated business, and multiple
generations were working the day I visited. They were very welcoming and helpful. Below
are pictures of my two fabric purchases. I bought cinnamon rolls and ham biscuits for
my family as well, but they disappeared before I could get a picture of them.
~ Jill Moody
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THE STOCKED MARKET IS COMING
Kick off your holiday shopping at the 2019 Stocked Market! Preview Coffee (an early
shopping event) plus a 3-Day pass is $20; a general admission 3-day pass is $10 in
advance or $12 at the door. Online sales begin Sept 1 at www.jlrv.org, or you can
contact me, Jessica Tims, for online help or purchasing paper tickets. I'm the tickets
chair this year, so I'm sure I'll always have some with me. 540-521-8068
jessicajnorris@hotmail.com

YOU CAN HELP TO PLAN PROGRAMS FOR THE GUILD
In May 2020, I will be stepping down as Program Chair. I would like anyone out
there who is interested in working with programs to start working with me now. (It could
be more than one person.) Please contact me if you are interested in planning programs.
It will be exciting to have a new perspective!
~ Dawn Schaben dschaben@aol.com

Textile Artists of Virginia
The Textile Artists of Virginia (TAVA) meet every month in Southwest Virginia to
support each other as fiber artists, to explore the boundaries of the medium, and to
educate and increase public awareness of fiber art. If you’d like to attend their meeting
on November 10, contact Paula Golden at paulacgolden@comcast.net

The Artful Lawyer
presents a display of Fiber Art
October 16 – December 18, 2019
Whet Your Palette Reception: October 16 at 5:30 pm
318 N. Main Street • Blacksburg, VA
Monday through Friday, 8:30 am to 5:30 pm
540.443.9350 ext. 707 info@artfullawyergallery.org
Quilts by Star Quilters Guild members
Susan Kraterfield and Loretta Epperly Bedia will be
displayed in this show.

Above: Loretta Bedia’s quilt “Lagniappe”
At right: A detail from Susan’s quilt “Celtic Rhapsody”
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EVENTS BEFORE WE MEET …
FUN WITH THE FLOYD QUILT GUILD
See the September newsletter (available on our website) for details of these events:
Tuesday, October 1 (7 pm at St. Michael’s Church, 2308 Merrimac Road, Blacksburg). A
lecture, “Making Fabric Work for You,” presented by The Quilting Party
Wednesday, October 2 9:30 am at the Floyd Center for the Arts. Carole Nicholas
workshop, “Rising to the Challenge: From Idea to Reality.’’ $65

QUILTESSAS QUILTING
Quiltessas will meet on Friday, October 4th, from 10 to 2 at Our Lady of Nazareth
Church on 419. Bring your machine, the usual tools, and a lunch for yourself. You can
bring your own work or help with comfort quilts.

THE DEVIL MADE HIM DO IT
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