December 2018 Newsletter
Star Quilters Guild of the Roanoke, Virginia, area
http://starquilters.org/

Our December Program: The Holiday Social
at Christ Lutheran Church, corner of Brandon and Grandin in Roanoke
on Monday, December 3, at 6 PM (an hour earlier than usual)
Our annual HOLIDAY DINNER and GIFT EXCHANGE will start the season off right!
See the last page of this newsletter to see what you should bring.

A Special Occasion for the Comfort Quilters

Betty Ann Tyree has arranged with the Veterans Administration
for a trip there to distribute patriotic quilts. We will be going on
our regular meeting day, Friday, December 7th. We will meet in
the parking lot at Our Lady of Nazareth Church on 419 at 9 am so
we can carpool to the VA in Salem. Afterwards, maybe we’ll have
lunch at Remini's. If you plan on going along, and want to go to
lunch, please let me know right away so I can make reservations.
~ Judy Bradley bradxjude@aol.com

OUR 2019 QUILT SHOW
The Quilt Show committee met November 27th.
Judy Coffman led the meeting with 13 others present.
PROGRESS was the theme for the night.
Here are some things to be on the lookout for at
upcoming Star Quilters meetings as the show draws
closer.
◊ Tickets for the Log Cabin Raffle Quilt will be available
for sale and purchase at the December Social. If you
contributed blocks for the quilt, please come and have
your picture taken with the quilt and other block makers.
◊ Volunteer sign-up sheets will be at the January and February meetings. Please help
the guild by volunteering to help with the show.
(continued on the next page)
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The 2019 Quilt Show (continued from page 1)
◊ Entry Registration will begin soon. Please enter a quilt or two or more to "Inspire"
other quilters and viewers. Remember to include a printed photo of your quilt(s) with the
registration. Also, ask other quilting friends to enter a quilt. They don’t have to be in our
guild or even our area! We are eager for quilters under the age of 18 to enter their
quilts. We will also be looking for Inspired quilts for the Bed Turning. We'd like to see
inspired quilts that have not been used in the previous Bed Turnings.
◊ How is your progress on the Inspired Monochromatic Challenge? Challenge quilts will
be judged at the March guild meeting.
◊ The committee has plans for a special exhibit of Round Robins. Do you have a Round
Robin quilt you'd like to add to this exhibit? (These quilts will not be judged.)
Progress on publicity for the show is moving along, too. Did you see the ad in the
Virginia Register? Advertising cards and flyers have been printed and will be seen soon
in quilt shops and libraries and at quilt guild meetings all around our area. Every Star
Quilter can help promote the show by helping distribute cards and flyers and sharing
the info on facebook and with friends.
There are eleven confirmed vendors, and sponsors are beginning to sign up. The
various levels of sponsorship are a great way to help support the show and Star Quilters.
We are already working on signage and the program and door prizes and more. To find
out the finer details, come to the next committee meeting on Tuesday, December 18th
at 6:30 pm at Roanoke Church of Christ at 2606 Brandon Avenue.
~ Kathy Wickham

RAFFLE TICKETS
FOR SALE
Monday’s meeting will
be your first chance to
purchase tickets for the
Log Cabin Quilt to which
many of you contributed
blocks, which Kathy
Wickham arranged in a
striking *star* pattern
and Cathy Fandel quilted
so beautifully.
We will have packets
of tickets with a picture
of the quilt for members to sell. Please help promote the raffle quilt!
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Officers and Committee Chairs for 2018-2019

President ...........................................................Judy McWhorter
Vice-President ............................................... Susan Kraterfield
Secretary ......................................................... Claire Hightower
Treasurer ...................................................................... Sue Berry
Historian ......................................................................Kelly Zuber
Hospitality ...............................Gisela O'Connor and Judy Bird
Library .......................................... Betty Tyree & Linda Badger
Membership ....................................................... Jennifer Adams
Newsletter ................................................................. Laura Perry
Programs .................................................................Dawn Schaben
Publicity .................................................................... Linda Badger
Quilt Show .............................................................. Judy Coffman
Service Projects .................... Judy Bradley & Ethel Simmons
Special Events ........................................................ Cathy Russell
Sunshine ................................................................... Sue Thurston
Ways & Means ............... Donna Bohon (books and magazines)
Ways & Means ................................. Cathy Henderson (fabric)
Web Page ........................................................ Susan Kraterfield
Their telephone numbers and email addresses are in the Membership Directory.

IT’S TIME TO CURL UP WITH A
GOOD (QUILTING) BOOK

Do you know about the Guild Library? It’s full of
books with great ideas. I’d like to hear from you
about suggestions for books to purchase, too.
~ Betty Tyree
image credit:
https://scatteredimpressions.wordpress.com/2015/02/21/curl-uparound-a-good-book-and-dream-away-the-cold/

Pop-Up Comfort Quilt Making
Judy Bradley was feeling the need for a “sew day” with her friends, so she arranged
for members to use the Community Room at the Raleigh Court Library on November 28.
I haven’t heard whether they managed to trip the circuit breaker this time, but I’m
sure a good time was had by all!
After all, this is the season for spending time with friends and loved ones.
~ Laura Perry
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What’s Ahead at our Monday Meetings

January 14 – Bonnie Scott will talk about and illustrate her creative journey.
February 4 – Nancy Oldham will be presenting her collection of antique quilts and sharing
their stories.
March 4 – Judging of challenge quilts. Plus, a discussion of UFOs [Unfinished Objects] –
keep them, give them away, sell them, finish them? What are the options and what do
you want to do?
April 1 – “The Fiona Quilt Block” by Carolyn Goins. Carolyn will present a trunk show on
her most recent book, The Fiona Quilt Block. She will bring the book as well as other
quilt patterns for purchase.
May 6 - Spring Social
And ... a special workshop: April 27 – Phyllis Reeves Workshop at Cave Spring United
Methodist Church from 9:00 to 3:00; price and project to be decided; class limited to
20. See http://www.thevalleyquilter.com/
~Dawn Schaben, Program Chair

WE’RE PLANNING A WORKSHOP WITH VAL STRICKLIN

Interest has been expressed in a
follow-up workshop from Val
Stricklin's presentation on English
Paper Piecing and miniature
embroidery. The workshop would be
more hands-on than her recent
presentation. If there is enough
interest, we can look for a date (a
Saturday) and location. Please
contact Dawn Schaben at 540-3548464 or dschaben@aol.com if you
are interested.
There will be a small fee for the workshop to cover the cost of location rental and
Val's time – amount to be determined.

WANT TO MAKE A ONE-BLOCK WONDER QUILT?

There has been interest expressed in another great class that was previously held at
a local quilt shop -- One Block Wonder! Loretta Twiford has agreed to teach the class if
there is enough interest. We would look for a Saturday in late January or February if
there is enough interest. There will be a fee for the class, but that will be determined
later ($50 or less). Please contact Dawn Schaben at 540-354-8464 or
dschaben@aol.com if you are interested.
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Virginia Quilt Museum News
The JOY AND COMFORT TEA is scheduled for
Sunday, December 2, from 1 to 3 in the afternoon at
the Virginia Quilt Museum, 301 S. Main Street in
Harrisonburg, Virginia. This is a fund-raiser, and
tickets are $50.
For more information: (540) 433-3818 or
www.vaquiltmuseum.org
PLEASE NOTE: The Museum will be closed for the
winter (December 15, 2018 to February 19, 2019).
Pictured: Tree Trunks V Avebury by Dorothy Raymond

Rainbow of Hope Quilt Auction
The 13th Annual Rainbow of Hope Quilt Show took place
October 25th-27th at Mountain View United Methodist Church in
Forest. As I walked through the church, admiring the beautiful
quilts and other donated items, I thought how caring, loving, and
creative the quilters were.
All the quilts and other items donated are auctioned to raise
funds for Centra Hospice House. The auction took place November
3rd. Many of the quilts auctioned will find a home with patients in
hospice care. Many of the quilts have a story about their cancer awareness color or why
they were made. Every item spoke volumes for the purpose of The Rainbow of Hope …
“celebrating survivorship, honoring those touched by serious illness and remembering
those we love…"
For more information, check out www.RoH4Hospice.org – and on facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Community/Rainbow-of-Hope862718793777010/.
I am already planning for my quilted contributions to next year's show and auction.
~ Kathy Wickham
Editor’s note: In 13 years, this group has raised over $516,000 for Centra Hospice
House, a non-profit residence offering end-of-life care. To see photos of this year’s
auction items, see http://roh4hospice.org/2018-quilt-auction/. On that page, there is a
document you can download in which people talk about the people and experiences that
inspired them to make their Rainbow of Hope items. Our own Kathy Wickham made
a quilt she called “Virginia Rails and Trails” to honor her son’s friend Kali Hurd, a
firefighter who died of colon cancer at the age of only 26.
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Minutes of the Star Quilters Guild Monthly Meeting on November 5, 2018

President Judy McWhorter called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. Judy started our
meeting with two quick announcements, followed by our Program, Business Meeting, and Show and
Tell.
Announcements
Judy thanked Dawn Schaben for arranging a Quilting 101 demo at Hollins, featuring
demonstrations by Val Stricklin and Judy Coffman.
Judy mentioned the recent deaths of Bill Bowling, spouse of former Guild President Donna
Bowling, and Melissa Ford, who visited our Guild a few times.
Judy read “Meditations before Kaddish” in memory of the recent victims of the Pittsburgh
Synagogue shooting.
Program
Chair Dawn Schaben introduced our speakers for the evening, Guild members Kelly Zuber and
Val Stricklin, whose program topic was Paper Piecing.
Kelly started her adventures in foundation paper piecing with a class in making a small quilt
with nine simple heart blocks. She has progressed to more complex designs, such as those
created by Judy Niemeyer. Kelly had several tips for paper piecers:
◊ A paper-pieced block has two right sides, the finished side and the sewing side.
◊ It takes some practice to successfully position of a piece of fabric to cover a certain area
after it is sewn and flipped into place.
◊ A foundation-pieced block will look wonky until it is completed and trimmed to size.
◊ Kelly prefers to use Carol Doak’s Foundation Paper. Vellum and copy paper may also be used.
Kelly finds that copy paper is heavy, and lighter paper is easier to remove.
◊ To save copier expense, you may stack several sheets of paper with the design on top and
machine stitch along the design lines, without thread, using stitch length 2.5 to replicate the
design on all sheets.
◊ Blocks are normally trimmed to the design size plus ¼ inch on all sides, but Kelly prefers to
add ½ inch on all sides.
◊ In assembling the trimmed blocks, you may find the seams too thick if the paper is left in, so
Kelly suggests removing the paper before assembly.
◊ Do not use steam to press foundation-pieced blocks.
◊ An open-toe foot on your sewing machine makes it easier to follow the sewing lines.
◊ Some quilters prefer to back-stitch foundation piecing seams, while others do not. Kelly
prefers to back-stitch to make the seams more secure.
◊ A postcard or straight-line template plastic is useful for folding back the paper prior to
trimming a seam, and an add-a-quarter ruler is a useful seam trimming guide.
◊ The quilt planning software Quiltster includes a stash of fabric from well-known fabric
designers, which calculates required yardage of each of the fabrics you choose for your design.
Val does English paper piecing, which involves covering a paper shape such as a hexagon with
fabric, then whip-stitching the pieces together. Fabrics may be attached to the shapes by
basting or by water-soluble glue; Val prefers glue. This stage of the project is very portable. Val
uses 2.5 inch pieces of fabric to cover her hexagons and trims the excess fabric as she goes.
(minutes continued on next page)
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(Minutes of the November meeting, continued)
Since May, Val has covered more than 900 of the 2400 pieces she will need for her project. She
will remove the papers after assembling them. She noted that punching a hole in the paper
center may make them easier to remove.
Editor’s note: Some photos from Kelly and Val’s presentation have been posted on our
facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/groups/114448361921935/
Business Meeting
Secretary: The minutes of the October meeting were published in the Newsletter.
Treasurer: Treasurer’s report was also in the newsletter.
Quilts: Judy Bradley reported that seven soldier quilts and eight comfort quilts were turned
in at the meeting. A delivery of soldier quilts to the VA is planned for the first Friday in
December.
Hospitality: Gisela O’Connor announced the November birthdays.
Quilt Show: Chair Judy Coffman passed out copies of the Quilt Show Guide. Registrations of
quilt entries may be sent to Jennifer Adams starting in December. The next show meeting will
be held on November 27. Cathy Fandel requested donations for the four door-prize baskets,
themed Batik, Modern, Patriotic, and Monochromatic Blues.
Events: Chair Cathy Russell announced that the recent quilt shop field trip was a success.
Quilt: Kathy Wickham announced that the completed raffle quilt will be ready for our
December social. The drawing will take place at our quilt show.
Ways and Means: $131.10 has been collected at the meeting. There will be no Ways and
Means table at the December Social.
Membership: Jennifer Adams announced that 70 members, two new members, and four
guests attended our November meeting.
Sunshine: Please let Sue Thurston know if someone in our group could be cheered or
comforted by a Sunshine card.
Programs: Chair Dawn Schaben announced that the Phyllis Reeves workshop will take place on
April 13, 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, at the Cave Spring United Methodist Church. The cost is $50,
payable at registration. The class is size is limited to 20 participants.
Starry Eyed Quilters: Susan Kraterfield will take a survey to determine the next Starry
Eyed Quilters challenge.
Other Business: Nancy Oldham has two sergers to give away.
Show and Tell
Show and Tell items included Starry Eyed silk scarves and challenge jackets, several projects
that Judy McWhorter has completed since her retirement, and quilts to be donated to the VA.
The meeting adjourned at 9:00. The next meeting, our December Social, will take place on
December 3.

Respectfully submitted,
Claire Hightower
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to Guild members born in December
5 Linda Greene
11 Roberta Badger
26 Marietta Price
27 Jennifer Adams

Busy Hands
On December 17, we’ll will meet at Barnes and Noble
Tanglewood to work on handwork projects. We meet at 6:30
for about 90 minutes. Great time to finish up those lastminute gifts! Anyone is welcome to join us.
Questions? Email or text Ann Ware.
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Joyful Adornments
Joyful Adornments is now available at 2nd Helpings
Gallery at the Rescue Mission, 1502 Williamson Road,
Roanoke. Also at Explore Park on the Blue Ridge Parkway
outside of Roanoke throughout the season. A new item is
these glass-handled coffee scoops ---->
Wishing you and yours a blessed Christmas and
Happy New Year!
~ Bonnie Scott

SEWING MACHINE FOR SALE
I have a used Elna eXcellence 720 sewing machine for sale.
Sewing machine, accessories, and
a rolling sewing-machine case for $500.
~ Becky Kea beckykea@cox.net

A CUSTOM-MADE QUILTING FRAME FOR SALE

Ann Weaver annweaver1@verizon.net writes from her new home in North Carolina
that a former guild member, JoAnn Kling, is trying to sell her quilt frame. It was custom
handmade for her by a friend years ago. It measures 96” x 22” x 30” and breaks down
for storage. Her husband, Jerry, is asking $125. His phone is 540-580-0515. They live
near Fishburn Park off of Brambleton Avenue.

a small section of
Kelly Whittenauer Zuber’s
astounding quilt, “Captain’s
Wheel,” from a Judy
Neimeyer design, which
she displayed as part of
her presentation on
foundation
paper-piecing
at the
November meeting.

<-----
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QUILT SHOW VENDOR SPOTLIGHT
Last month, I introduced 5 of the vendors who will be appearing at our quilt show in
March. Here are the other 6.
Early Times Workshop of Culpeper, Virginia
Marty Moon will bring to our show an assortment of Granny Nanny and ETW Designs
muslin foundation kits. You’ll see new ways of adding that special touch to your next
quilt. Be sure to measure your next quilt to hang, because Early Times carries the “Hang
it dang it” quilt hangers. Check out her web site www.earlytimesworkshop.com
Joyful Adornments Glass Studio
We quilters want “that special touch” to enhance our quilts, and Bonnie Scott has
handmade glass beads and buttons as well as beautiful jewelry. She will have an
assortment of her original designs of glass art for you to choose from. Check out her
web site: joyfuladornments.com
New River Fiber Company
From Blacksburg, New River Fiber Co. will offer a variety of different fiber
products, from fabric to yarns. These natural fibers will please not only people who like
to sew and quilt, but also knitters, crocheters, weavers, felters, and dyers. Check out
their web site to see the many classes available, too. www.newriverfiberco.com
Patchwork Plus
From Dayton, Virginia, we are glad to have Patchwork Plus with us again. They will
have several of the Handiquilter machines and Brother sewing machines, along with
accessories to make quilting easier and more professional. Check out
www.patchworkplus-quilting.com
Sewlovelee
From Irvington, Virginia, between the Rappahannock River and the Chesapeake Bay,
Sewlovelee will be vending with us for the first time. Owner Lee Taylor will have an
assortment of fabrics and kits for your next project. I’m hoping to see a few fish and
crab fabrics! Several members visited this shop when it was located in White Stone,
Virginia. Plan ahead by visiting http://www.sewlovelee.com/
The Sewing Studio
We are excited to have the Sewing Studio with us again this year. They will be bringing a
large assortment of fabrics and kits up from their shop in Ridgeway (south of
Martinsville). Check out what they’ve got – including some very funny embroidery designs
–- on facebook.com/sewingstudio
As you can see, we have great vendors this show, and they’ll be all in one place to save
you driving time and gasoline. Bring your checkbook or credit card, because if you walk
away and don't purchase that special item, you will regret it later!
~ Ann Ware, Quilt Show Vendors Chair
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Join us at the December Quilt Show Planning Meeting

We will meet on Tuesday, December 18, at 6:30 pm at the Roanoke Church of Christ,
2606 Brandon Avenue SW in Roanoke.
Remember, every member of the Star Quilters Guild is welcome to attend these
meetings.
~ Judy Coffman, Quilt Show Chair

detail from “Home for Hannukah” by Cheryl Lynch

Would You Like to Help Prepare for Our Party?
If you want to lend a helping hand setting up and decorating the room, etc.,
Gisela and Judy will be at the church at 4 pm on Monday.

Things You Might Want to Bring to Monday's Meeting
(1) Bring a dish for the buffet. This is what Gisela is suggesting:
If your last name begins with A-C, please bring a dessert.
If your name begins with D-Q, please bring a main dish.
If your last name begins with R-Z, please bring a salad, a vegetable, or
other side dish.
(2) Feel free to dress for the season – with festive sweaters or happy bling. Get those
jingle-bell earrings swinging!
(3) If you want to participate in the gift exchange, bring a quilting or sewing notion
costing $5 or less. It’s fun to be a part of this!
(4) Bring any items you’d like to Show and Tell.
(5) Bring Comfort Quilts you’ve finished making and want to turn in.
(6) Bring books you’re ready to return to our library.
(7) Bring along a friend who is interested in quilting -- or would like to know why you are
like to quilt.
(9) Bring (and wear!) your name tag. Feel free to add a bit of tinsel.
(10) Bring some money to buy raffle tickets! They cost $1 each, or 6 for $5. Get a
packet of 24 for only $20. Buy them now and they could be stocking stuffers or
optimistic little gifts for friends, neighbors, and family…
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