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Before the Meeting – National Quilting Day Planning at 6 pm 
Anyone interested in helping organize our local celebration of National Quilting Day on 

March 17, 2018, please come early to November's meeting. We will gather at 6 pm to 
discuss plans. If you would like to help but cannot come then, please call me at (540) 556-
3304. Thank you. ~ Kathy Wickham

Our November meeting will begin at 7 pm on Monday, November 6th

at Christ Lutheran Church (corner of Brandon and Grandin in Roanoke)

Charity Quilts from Start to Finish
     Making quilts to donate to people who need comfort is our Guild’s social service project. Judy 
Bradley and friends will tell us everything we want to know about making these quilts from start to 
finish: the kit, sewing the top, quilting resources (longarm quilters that do volunteer work for the 
guild, or learning to quilt on your home machine), and finishing with machine-sewn binding.
~ Dawn Schaben, Program Chair

The Barefoot Quiltessas will meet on Friday, November 3rd
     The Quiltessas’ next meeting will be this Friday, November 3rd, from 10 until 2.  We will be 
using the Youth Center in the basement at Our Lady of Nazareth Church.  You can come around the
right side of the Church and down the drive to unload your things through the back door.  There 
really isn't enough room for us to park there, so after unloading, you'll have to bring your car back 
to the parking area by the kitchen entrance.  Hope this doesn't present too much of a problem for 
you all. See you all Friday!
– Judy Bradley

to our newest member, Bonnie Scott. 
Check out her glass bead studio at http://www.joyfuladornments.com/
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Officers and Committee Chairs for 2016-2017
President ..................................................................Cathy Russell
Vice-President ............................................... Susan Kraterfield
Secretary ......................................................... Claire Hightower
Treasurer ...................................................................... Sue Berry
Historian ................................................................ Kristin Farwig
Hospitality ...............................Gisela O'Connor and Judy Bird
Library .......................................... Betty Tyree & Linda Badger
Membership ............................... Kathy Martin & Linda Greene
Newsletter ................................................................. Laura Perry
 Programs .................................................................Dawn Schaben 
 Publicity .................................................................... Linda Badger 
Quilt Show .............................................................. Judy Coffman
Service Projects ................... Judy Bradley  & Ethel Simmons
Sunshine ................................................................... Sue Thurston
Ways & Means ........................................................ Vicki Kuhlman
 Web Page .....................................................…. Susan Kraterfield 

Telephone numbers and email addresses are in the Membership Directory if you have questions. 

Upcoming Programs
December – Our Holiday Social

     Our holiday meal is always a great way to start a month of celebrations, with lots of animated 
conversation and the ever-popular Show and Tell. If you’d like to help make favors, set the tables, 
etc., talk to Gisela O'Connor and Judy Bird of the Hospitality Committee. 

January – Silent Auction
     Some of us wait all year for this event, which helps us add to or slim down our quilt stashes and 
raises money for our Guild. Dawn Schaben is now accepting donations for the silent auction.

March 17, 2018 is National Quilting Day
     This is a day that is celebrated around the country with special quilting shows, classes, open 
museums and much more. The Blue Ridge Guild and the Star Quilters Guild are discussing an event 
to be held in the Blue Ridge area on Saturday, March 17, 2018. This will be a good opportunity to 
show others why we love what we do! Join us at 6 pm on November 6th to learn more.

May – Pat Sloan Trunk Show
     Our May meeting will be a trunk show by Pat Sloan. On Tuesday, May 8, 2018, she will hold a 
quilting class. It’s not too early to sign up, and once you see her work, you’ll want to sign up!
~ Dawn Schaben, Program Chair

Delivering Comfort, One Quilt at a Time
On Tuesday, October 10th, we delivered 28 comfort quilts to the Ronald McDonald House and 29

quilts to the Blue Ridge Women's Center. Two polar fleece throws were given to the RAM House 
Shelter. Thank you to all who participated in making this a successful program.
~ Judy Bradley
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Minutes of the Star Quilters Meeting on October 2, 2017
President Cathy Russell called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM. Our monthly meeting began with

our program, followed by our business meeting and Show and Tell.
Program 

     Our program was a Round Robin of presentations on quilting tools and techniques by six members
of our guild. Sue Berry shared a simple method for piecing quilt backing for quilts up to 80 inches 
long. Judy Coffman demonstrated how to make a braided border using half hexagons. Laura Perry 
gave information on web resources for quilters and hints for how to use them effectively. Bonnie 
Scott described how shapes cut using the Quick Curves Ruler can be placed to produce a variety of 
quilt designs. Dawn Schaben showed how to make a Migrating Geese border. Ann Weaver showed 
quilts made using a Curvalicious Ruler to make contemporary shapes and waves.

Hint for those who were unable to attend: The presenters posted the information on our 
Website or provided handouts which a friend may share with you.

Business Meeting and Announcements
Sunshine: Mention was made of members to whom cards have been sent recently or will be sent 

soon.
Treasurer: Treasurer Sue Berry reported on our banking activity. She mentioned we have 

increased the budget for Hospitality.
Membership: Fifty-five members and two guests attended the October meeting.
Comfort Quilts: Judy Bradley announced that 36 Comfort Quilts and 1 Soldier Quilt were turned

in at the October meeting.
Upcoming Programs: Our November program will be Comfort Quilts Start to Finish. We will have 

our Holiday Pot Luck and Social in December, and we will hold our Silent Auction in January. Dawn is
working with Phyllis Reeves to schedule a workshop in 2018. Pat Sloan will present a program and 
workshop in May.

Raffle Quilt: Kathy Wickham thanked Sally Powers, Gisela O’Connor and Elsie Bailey for selling 
raffle quilt tickets at the Salem Museum. She also thanked Cathy Fandel, who sold tickets at the 
Lake Quilt Guild.

National Quilting Day: Kathy Wickham announced that she has begun work on a 2018 National 
Quilting Day event presented by Star Quilters Guild and Blue Ridge Quilt Guild. The event is 
scheduled for Saturday March 17 at Colonial Baptist Church Fellowship Hall in Blue Ridge. Plans are 
to follow the model that BRQG used for their event a few years ago: mini quilt show, tables for 
area guilds to provide information on their guild, featured speaker, and box lunch. Kathy is working 
with Lee Chappell Monroe (view her website at www.maychappell.com) as the featured speaker. 
Volunteers will be needed to help with this event.

Hospitality: Gisela announced our October birthday celebrants.
Ways and Means: Vicky announced that the Ways and Means table income was $74.40. We will 

need a new chair for Ways and Means starting in May 2018.
Miscellaneous:
Elsie Bailey no longer has room to store her stash. She is selling her fabric at $4 per yard; 

contact Elsie for more details.
The Quilt Museum has requested that we provide quilts for display in 2019. We need to pick a 

theme and make quilts using that theme.
Judy Coffman has agreed to chair our 2019 Quilt Show.
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Bonnie Hunter is coming to Bedford for a program and workshop in February 2018. Contact Kevin
Womack of Peaks and Pieces for more information.

Show and Tell
Members displayed their latest creations, including lots of Indigo dye, which you may view on our

Website.
Closing
The next meeting will be held on November 6.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:43.                                                  

Respectfully submitted, 
   Claire Hightower, Secretary    

  

Happy Birthday to our Guild members born in November! 
1st     Claire Hightower
4th    Ann Weaver
13th   Donna Kittleson
14th   Gloria Henson
23rd  Linda Whisman
24th  Jean Springer

 ~ Gisela O'Connor, Hospitality Committee

Get the free pattern for the paper-pieced cupcake above here: http://paperpanache.com/free/ppfreebs/cupcake.php

The Log Cabin Raffle Quilt
     Our next raffle quilt will feature scrappy log cabin squares set in a star pattern.

Each block will be 12½ inches square (unfinished size). It will be made up of half dark and half 
light fabrics – using 1½" wide strips of scrap fabrics. The center will be made with two 1½" squares, 
one dark and one light. See me if you’d like help or more details. 
     This is an easy pattern, and we’d love to have a square from each Guild member!
~ Kathy Wickham                                                                                                                                              
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Show and Tell Revisited 

     Kristen Farwig, our faithful photographer, has uploaded the photos from October’s 
show-and-tell to our website, including this lovely “bashful bather” – the last quilt our 
friend Barbara Badger made. 
     It’s fun to see the quilts online, where you can enlarge the photos and look as long as 
you like. The more you look at them, the more you will appreciate the artistry involved – 
and maybe the more inspired you’ll be to create your own quilts. 
     Whether you snuggle under them or hang them on a wall, there is nothing like a quilt to 
warm your life!

The Perfect 1/4” Seam
     If you’re having trouble with your quilt blocks not turning out in the right size, it may 
have something to do with your seam allowance. Instead of a perfect 1/4" seam allowance, 
what you may need is a SCANT 1/4" seam allowance.
     Why?
(1.) The 1/4" seam allowance marked on your sewing machine plate may be a tiny bit wrong. 
(2.) Your sewing machine's 1/4" foot may be a wee bit too wide.
(3.) The thread takes up a little room, and ordinary threads are a little thicker than more 
expensive threads like Aurifil.
(4.) Pressing your seam allowance to one side shrinks the seam the width of the top and 
bottom thread. The more seams in a block, the more shrinkage. The problem gets worse as 
you start assembling blocks across a quilt top. Before you know it, the individual quilt 
blocks are slightly too small, and that affects the entire quilt top size.
     A thread’s width doesn’t sound like much, but as you assemble the pieces into blocks, it 
can add up so that your pieces (especially triangle points) don't meet. That's why when 
precision is important, you may want to sew with a seam just a wee bit narrower than 1/4". 
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Comfort for Las Vegas Victims and Their Families
      I will have information from the Las Vegas Modern Quilt Guild about making quilts for families 
of the shooting victims there. I would like the guild to make a couple of quilts again just like we did 
for the Orlando shooting victims.
~ Dawn Schaben

Know a Group of Hand Quilters?
Cleaning out my attic, I came across a quilting frame I purchased many years ago from a fellow 

in Franklin County who made them. The poles are 116 inches long. I have not used this frame for a 
long time. I would like to donate to a church group or organization that does hand quilting. If you 
know any one interested, please contact me. ~ Ann Ware

SUSAN KRATERFIELD RECOMMENDS … FRESH QUILTING
 I enjoyed Alex Anderson’s “Simply Quilting,” and Nancy Zieman inspired me when she delved into
scrap or landscape quilts. But it’s been a long drought. Recently I spent some time searching the 
listings and discovered a new show I think many will enjoy ... “Fresh Quilting” on public TV, co-
produced by MQG [Modern Quilt Guild]. 
 I have COX cable; on my channel line-up, it airs on 2 channels:
WBRADT2, channel 107, on Thursdays at 3:30
WBRADT, channel 1004, on Fridays at 1:30

The last episode I watched  (#204) had 3 segments:
 “Design as You Go” by Anne Sullivan.  Design principles for improvised piecing
 Hosting a Hand-Sewing Happy Hour
 “Thread Sketching” by Samar Khaja. Adding details using bold thread and a walking foot.

This time, I best liked the improv segment. She reduced the “energy” in a WIP [work in process]
by collecting like colors, shifting from vertical to horizontal lines,  and adding solid sashing to give 
the eye a rest.  Handouts: http://freshquilting.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/204-
1_DesignAsYouGo.pdf

In another episode (#203), I really enjoyed a segment where the teacher showed how to vary an
Old Maid’s Puzzle by moving colors around and rotating sub-blocks. In that one, she finished by 
showing several different versions of the block all blended together into a dynamite “improv” 
looking result.  Here’s the handout from that segment: http://freshquilting.com/wp-
content/uploads/2017/08/203-1.pdf

Set up your DVR and check it out! http://freshquilting.com/
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Bonnie Hunter Workshops in Bedford in February
     Bonnie Hunter will be presenting workshops for 2 different quilt designs and a lecture for the 
Peaks & Pieces Quilt Guild in Bedford, Virginia, in February 2018. Each class is $70. Find more 
information at http://quiltville.com/index.html

      

Rou  nd Robin Instructions for November  
     Bring your Round Robin tote bag to the guild meeting, leave with another, and use the month to 
add the third border, the last round. In December, bring the tote to our meeting, retrieve your 
own tote with your center, and participate in the big reveal, when we all see the results. 
~ Susan Kraterfield    

    

Please Bring Donations for January’s Silent Auction
     Remember to bring to the November or December meeting the treasures you wish to donate to 
the silent auction, or contact Dawn Schaben at 540-354-8464 for pick up.

At the October meeting, Teresa Fisher turned in 19 comfort quilts she’d made.
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Busy Hands will meet on Monday, November 20th
     A small group of members meet at Barnes and Noble at Tanglewood Mall on the 3rd Monday of 
each month. The next meeting is November 20th at 6:30.  Work on those last-minute handwork 
projects for Christmas gifts or any other handwork you may have. We all discuss any problems we 
have on our projects. We usually meet until around 8. Any member is welcome. ~ Ann Ware

Current Events at the Virginia Quilt Museum in Harrisonburg
     In addition to new exhibits, a couple of special events are planned:
Saturday, November 4 -- Meet & Greet with world-renowned quilter Pat Sloan. Noon to 3 pm. 
Sunday, December 3 -- Comfort & Joy Quilt-Turning Tea at the George Washington Hotel in 
Winchester, Virginia. A three-course luncheon featuring specialty-tea pairings and quilt exhibits, 
$40. Let us know if you would like one of your quilts to be among the 25-30 quilts to be 
"discovered" (not appraised) during the luncheon. See http://www.vaquiltmuseum.org/events-1/

A Workshop with Phyllis Reeves
     If we are really interested in having a workshop with Phyllis Reeves on a Saturday (probably the 
17th or 24th of February 2018), we need more people to sign up. At this point, we don’t have enough 
people for a class. February is only 3 months away, and Phyllis’ schedule fills up quickly. I can 
answer questions about the dates, cost, and patterns. If you’re interested, see 
http://www.thevalleyquilter.com/ and talk to me!
-- Dawn Schaben

Our Ways and Means Committee Needs a New Volunteer
     The Ways and Means Committee raises money for the Guild by selling quilting items contributed 
by members – fabric, magazines, and books. You’ve seen the tables set up at most of our meetings, 
and maybe you’ve shopped there, too. Vicki Kuhlman is ready to retire from this position after 
years of dedicated service. Would you like to take on this job?      

Guild member Elsie Bailey is downsizing and needs to find a home for fabric that won’t fit. 
She is asking $4 a yard for material that cost a lot more than that. 

Phone or email or talk to her for more information.   
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...to Judy Coffman, who has agreed to serve as chair of the 2019 Quilt Show Committee.
 

Pilgrim Patterns for sale at http://paperpanache.com/ecart/PDFpilgrims.htm

Girl Scouts Together...
If you are currently a Girl Scout, a troop leader, volunteer, or Council staff member, you are
eligible for a discount of 15% on purchases at Joann's fabric and craft store (with the usual

exceptions). Parents of active Girl Scout members are also eligible. 
See http://www.joann.com/girl-scouts

Things You Might Want to Bring to Monday's Meeting
(1) Donations of fabric or quilting magazines and books for the Ways and Means Committee to sell.
(2) Your Round Robin Quilt in its tote bag, if you are one of the people taking part in this activity.
(3) Comfort Quilts you’ve finished making and want to turn in.
(4) Items you’d like to Show and Tell.
(5) A friend interested in quilting. (Men and teens are welcome, too.)
(6) Your name tag. 
(7) Money to buy tickets for our Quilt Raffle. You can't win if you don't buy a ticket! The drawing 
is in December, so this is your last chance to get lucky. 
(8) Books to return to our Library. 
(9) Patriotic-print fabrics that the Quiltessas can use to make soldiers’ quilts.
(10) Donations for our Silent Auction in January
     (You may need a wheelbarrow.)

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7th
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