
October 2017 Newsletter
Star Quilters Guild of the Roanoke, Virginia, area     https://starquilters.or  g  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/114448361921935/?ref=bookmarks

Our next meeting will begin at 7 pm on Monday, October 2nd
at Christ Lutheran Church (corner of Brandon and Grandin in Roanoke)

October Program: A Round Robin of Techniques and Information
Move from table to table as Guild members share what they know.

Judy Coffman will explain the Braid Ruler
Bonnie Scott will show uses for the Curved Ruler
Ann Weaver will display and explain her new Ruler

Laura Perry will share some Internet resources for quilting
Sue Berry will demonstrate a fast way to make a quilt backing

Dawn Schaben will explain how to make Migrating Geese (as seen on Phyllis Reeves’ quilts)
~ Dawn Schaben, Program Chair

The Barefoot Quiltessas will meet on Friday, October 6th
     We will be meeting this Friday, October 6, at Our Lady of Nazareth Church on 419 from 10 until
2. Bring your sewing machines, etc. if you wish to work with us on comfort quilts or veterans’ quilts. 
We’ll be happy to see you no matter why you come and how long you can stay! We usually bring lunch
and a drink for ourselves and a nonperishable food item to donate to the downtown pantry.
– Judy Bradley

We are delighted to welcome these new members to our Guild. 
Gloria Henson of Shawsville
Kyoko Yamamura of Roanoke

Judy Ruggles of Christiansburg
Marietta Price of Montvale

Angela Brannan of Huddleston
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Officers and Committee Chairs for 2016-2017
President ..................................................................Cathy Russell
Vice-President ............................................... Susan Kraterfield
Secretary ......................................................... Claire Hightower
Treasurer ...................................................................... Sue Berry
Historian ................................................................ Kristin Farwig
Hospitality ...............................Gisela O'Connor and Judy Bird
Library .......................................... Betty Tyree & Linda Badger
Membership ............................... Kathy Martin & Linda Greene
Newsletter ................................................................. Laura Perry
 Programs .................................................................Dawn Schaben 
 Publicity .................................................................... Linda Badger 
Quilt Show ..................... Judy McWhorter & Kathy Wickham
Service Projects ................... Judy Bradley  & Ethel Simmons
Sunshine ................................................................... Sue Thurston
Ways & Means ........................................................ Vicki Kuhlman
 Web Page .....................................................…. Susan Kraterfield 

Telephone numbers and email addresses are in the Membership Directory if you have questions. 

Upcoming Programs
November – Charity Quilts from Start to Finish

     Making quilts to donate to people who need comfort is our Guild’s social service project. Judy 
Bradley and friends will give us the low-down on making these quilts from start to finish: the kit, 
sewing the top, quilting resources (longarm quilters that do volunteer work for the guild or learning 
to quilt on your home machine) and finishing with machine-sewn binding.

December – Our Holiday Social
     Our holiday meal is always a great way to start a month of celebrations. We don’t have a regular 
program, but we have lots of animated conversation and the ever-popular Show and Tell. If you’d 
like to help make favors, set the tables, or help with other preparation for the dinner, talk to 
Gisela O'Connor and Judy Bird of the Hospitality Committee. 

January – Silent Auction
     Some of us wait all year for this event, which helps us add to or slim down our quilt stashes and 
raises money for our Guild. Dawn Schaben will start accepting donations for the silent auction at 
the October meeting. 

March 17, 2018 is National Quilting Day
     This is a day that is celebrated around the country with special quilting shows, classes, open 
museums and much more. The Blue Ridge Guild and the Star Quilters Guild are discussing an event 
to be held in the Blue Ridge area.  on Saturday, March 17, 2018. This will be a good opportunity to 
show others why we love what we do! More details will follow as things progress.

May – Pat Sloan Trunk Show
     On Tuesday, May 8, 2018, Pat Sloan will follow her trunk show on Monday evening with a quilting 
class – it is not too early to sign up. More details will follow after the first of the year.
~ Dawn Schaben, Program Chair
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Minutes of the Star Quilters Meeting on September 11, 2017

     President Cathy Russell called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM. Our monthly meeting began with
our program, followed by our business meeting and Show and Tell.
     Program. Our program was a report from two of the organizations who receive our Comfort 
Quilts. Program Chair Dawn Schaben introduced each speaker. The first speaker, Donna Pettis 
Custer, is the Volunteer Coordinator for the Family Room at Ronald McDonald House in Roanoke. 
The Ronald McDonald House provides overnight accommodations for families of young patients who 
live 25 miles or more from the hospital. (There is no distance requirement for families to use the 
Family Room.) Each new family receives a Thirty-One bag containing one of our Comfort Quilts and 
other useful items. Donna reports that the families are very appreciative of the quilts.
     The second speaker, Terry Benjamin, represented the Blue Ridge Women’s Center. This 
organization provides counseling, some medical tests, training and encouragement to women seeking 
help with their pregnancies and early parenthood. They provide a Boutique of baby items which the 
mothers-to-be and mothers of children up to twelve months of age can “purchase” using points 
earned by taking various training classes offered by the Center. The Comfort Quilts we donate to 
this organization are placed in the Boutique but no points are needed to “purchase” these.
     Business Meeting and Announcements
     Cathy Russell requested a moment of silence in honor of our recently deceased member, Barbara
Badger.
     Membership E-mailings: Newsletter editor Laura Perry reminded us that she forwards guild-
related messages to the entire membership on behalf of others, so please send your responses to 
the originator of the message and not to Laura.
     Treasurer: Treasurer Sue Berry reported on our banking activity. She submitted the paperwork 
so we can collect the $144 we earned by watching exhibits at the Salem Fair. Sue renewed our IRS 
Charitable Organization paperwork.
     Challenge Projects: Ten Round Robin participants exchanged their center blocks for the first 
round of borders. Four Monochromatic Quilt Challenge participants displayed their results.
     Ways and Means: Vicky announced that the Ways and Means table income tonight was $72.20.
     Comfort Quilts: Judy Bradley announced that 16 Comfort Quilts and 1 Soldier Quilt were turned
in at the September meeting. Snowball kits and kits of six-inch squares for Comfort Quilts were 
available. She announced a Comfort Quilt workshop on September 16 from 9 to 3 at Our Lady of 
Nazareth Church.
     Membership: Kathy Martin announced that two new members joined at tonight’s meeting.
     Upcoming Program: Chair Dawn Schaben announced that members will demonstrate a round-
robin of quilting skills at the October meeting. She also talked about a Phyllis Reeves workshop 
planned for 2018.
     Raffle Quilt: Kathy Wickham announced that she has raffle tickets available to purchase or to 
sell to others.
     Hospitality: Gisela announced our September birthday celebrants.
     Miscellaneous: Participation buttons were passed out to those who made heart blocks in honor of
victims of the Pulse Nightclub shooting.
     Show and Tell
     Members displayed their latest creations, which can be viewed on our Website.             
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Closing
     The next meeting will be held on October 2.
     The meeting was adjourned at 8:43.                                                

Respectfully submitted, 
   Claire Hightower, Secretary    

  

                 
What a surprise! As far as I can tell, only one guild member has an October birthday. 

We wish a year of happy days to Karen McMillan, whose birthday is October 22.
 ~ Gisela O'Connor, Hospitality Committee

Susan’s Quilts
     If you missed September's Monochromatic Challenge reveal, or want to 

know more about the quilt Susan Kraterfield made, see 
https://kraterfieldquilts.wordpress.com

The Log Cabin Raffle Quilt
     Our next raffle quilt will feature scrappy log cabin squares set in a star pattern.

                               “Scrappy” Log Cabin blocks                         A “star” quilt made with Log Cabin blocks

Each block will be 12.5 inches square (unfinished size). It will be made up of half dark and half 
light fabrics – using 1.5" strips of scrap fabrics. The center will have two 1.5" squares, 1 dark and 1 
light. It would be great if every Guild member contributed a block! 
~ Kathy Wickham page 4       
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 News from the Library
     Linda Badger writes, “I was going through Barbara's computer and found one last book 
recommendation in her draft file for the newsletter.” Guild members who saw the Badger family’s 
dazzling display of one-piece-wonder quilts will not be surprised to learn that Barbara’s last review 
concerned quilts made entirely with hexagons. 

The New Hexagon: 52 blocks to English Paper Piece

     Barbara’s review says this: Katja Marek’s book will help you to unlock the possibilities within 
hexagons and make your own unique blocks. Learn the glue-basting method of English paper piecing 
and use it to create exciting designs. You'll enjoy relaxing handwork as you incorporate hexagons 
into decorative projects.
◊ Select from 52 patterns for 6" blocks
◊ Divide the shapes within the hexagon outline and discover new shapes
◊ Stitch projects ranging from a mug rug and candle mat to a bed-sized quilt
     In 2015, Katja led a Millefiore Quilt-Along using hexagons from her book. It is pictured on the 
right above. (The word millefiori comes from the Italian for "thousand flowers.”) Although the 
quilt-along is over, you can find all the directions for making it in documents available for free 
download at http://www.katjasquiltshoppe.com/the-new-hexagon-millefiore-quilt-along.htm
       

You Oughta Be in Pictures
New and renewing members who have joined since June – 

please stop by the sign-in desk so we can take your photo for the Directory. 
We  promise to do our best not to make it look like your driver’s license photo.

~ Linda Sage Green, Membership Committee

Bonnie Hunter Workshops in Bedford in February
     Bonnie Hunter will be presenting workshops for 2 different quilt designs and a lecture for the 
Peaks & Pieces Quilt Guild in Bedford, Virginia, in February 2018. Each class is $70. Interested 
quilters should email Kevin@KevinWomackArt.com. Tickets for Bonnie’s lecture, “Addicted to 
Scraps,” at 1pm on Sunday, February 18, are $5 pre-paid or $10 at the door.

More information at http://quiltville.com/index.html page 5         
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At the Spring Social, we were discussing how pleasant to eat with metal utensils instead of 
plastic ones. If you have knives, forks, spoons, and serving utensils that you no longer need, 

please consider contributing them for use by the Guild. Don't give us the family silver, 
but if you have flatware you never use, we'd be glad to have it. Thanks ~ Laura Perry 

Agnes Carbrey, “Divers Passing.” Colored pencils over graphite. 

Drawn from the Vault: Drawings from the Permanent Collection
Now Showing in the Ballator-Thompson Gallery of the 

Eleanor D. Wilson Museum at Hollins University
     Quilters can find enjoyment and inspiration from fellow artists in seeing these drawings, which 
are on display through Sunday, December 10, 2017. Gallery hours are 12-5 pm on Tuesdays through 
Sundays and 12-8 pm on Thursdays. Admission is free. If you’d like to hear more about the 
drawings, join a free Tuesday lunchtime tour from 12:30-1:00 pm on October 3, November 7, or 
December 5, 2017. Or let me know if you’d like to go in a group. ~ Dawn Schaben

Free Guides Online
     If you subscribe to the blog at https://www.seasonedhomemaker.com/ you will find lots of ideas
and can download copies of these free guides:

10 Proven Tips to Finding More Time to Sew
Quilting Beginner Guide
Shopping Guide: Rotary Cutters, Mats, and Quilting Rulers
How to Make a Pillowcase “Burrito Style”
Applique Made Easy (sample chapter)
Strawberry & Flowerpot Applique Designs + SVG Files for cutting machines like Cricut
Tips for Choosing the Best Sewing Machine
How to Finish Seams Without a Serger

If you’d rather not sign up, ask Laura Perry to help you get the guides you want. 
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Round Robin Instructions for October
     Bring your Round Robin tote bag to the guild meeting, leave with another, and use the month to 
add the 2nd border. 
~ Susan Kraterfield    

Can I use an old blanket as batting?
Advice from the www.nationalquilterscircle.com

     Reusing an old blanket for your quilt certainly embraces the “reduce, reuse, recycle” concept 
and hails back to the early days of quilting, too. [...]
     An old wool blanket that still has plenty of warmth to offer but is truly showing its age can be 
used as batting if you wash it first. Exposing it to hot water in a modern, agitating washer is the 
best way to be sure that the blanket won’t shrink later.
     If you use the entire blanket as a batting layer or even use choice pieces as applique or 
decorative elements and then wash your finished quilt, you could end up with a disaster when the 
pieces shrink at different rates. By washing the blanket first, you preshrink it and set the color, 
just like you do with new quilter’s cottons.
     Any recycled fabrics you incorporate into your work need to be free of damage or pests. If your
blanket is wool, it could be harboring moths or larvae – enough to damage your piece later. Again, a 
wash in hot water can set your mind at ease and eliminate this risk as well. 
     [Prepare cotton blankets like this, too. They can make a good batting for quilts to use in warmer 
weather.] 

Need Pill Boxes?
     Some people use empty pill containers for storing beads or other small items. 

I have quite a few of these with the non-child-resistant tops. 
Just let me know if you'd like to have them. ~ Laura Perry     

 Guild Members Offering Longarm Quilting
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 Busy Hands will meet October 23rd
     Come join a small group of members working on their handwork projects. Also enjoy a cup of the 
delicious fall flavor coffee. Busy hands meets on the 3rd Monday of each month at 6:30. Location is
Barnes and Noble, Tanglewood. Any questions, contact Ann Ware.  

Current Events at the Virginia Quilt Museum in Harrisonburg
Quilts About Town, October 2-14

     Numerous Downtown Harrisonburg locations will be displaying quilts from our education 
collection. Obtain a "passport" at the Museum and stamp it on your tour! Enter a completed 
passport to win a prize basket! No purchase necessary -- just visit our quilts downtown!  
     A related event will occur on Thursday, October 12 from 1:00 – 3:30 pm. With the purchase of a
$10 ticket, you can visit Quilts About Town at designated homes in Old Town (within walking 
distance of the VQM). Quilts will be on display on the porches or in the yards of friends of the 
Museum. Then come back to the VQM for some delicious desserts. 

Stash Blast! October 4, 9 am-1 pm, at Asbury Methodist Church
     A huge thanks to everyone who has been donating fabric to the Museum for our Stash Blasts.  
While we set out to do two a year, the amount of stash and the demand has forced a third BLAST 
for '17!  Come one and all and bring a friend to find some new stash. Fabric sold by the pound!

Little Quilts, Big Talents: An Online Auction - October 7-22
     Contact the VQM if you, your guild, or friends would like to donate an item to place in this lively 
online event. (See http://www.vaquiltmuseum.org/fundraisers/) The committee would love to hear 
from you! Be sure to mark your calendar so you can do some holiday shopping and support the VQM! 

A Workshop with Phyllis Reeves
     If we are really interested in having a workshop with Phyllis Reeves on a Saturday (probably the 
17th or 24th of February 2018), we need more people to sign up. At this point, we don’t have enough 
people for a class. February is only 4 months away, and Phyllis’ schedule fills up quickly. I can 
answer questions about the dates, cost, and patterns. If you’re interested, talk to me!
-- Dawn Schaben

The Guild’s Ways and Means Committee NEEDS CONTRIBUTIONS
     The Ways and Means Committee raises money for the Guild by selling quilting items contributed 
by members – fabric, magazines, and books. You’ll have seen the tables set up at most of our 
meetings, and maybe you’ve shopped there, too. Vicki Kuhlman reports that stocks are running a bit 
low, and she would appreciate more contributions. Also, is there anyone who would like to help Vicki 
with measuring and pricing donated fabric, and storing the contributed items?                                   
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“All Hallow’s Eve” by Amanda Niederhauser of Jedi Craft Girl
Got grays? Get the pattern for this 42-inch-square wall hanging free at 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/7v4y9y71aljrl1g/penny%20rose%20halloween.pdf?dl=0

We need Fabric to make Quilts for Hospitalized Veterans
     If members would like to donate patriotic fabric, especially fat quarters, we would appreciate it.
Solid reds, whites, and blues also are useful. We're planning to make more quilts for the Veterans 
Administration, and these bed-size quilts require more fabric than comfort quilts. Thank you!
~ Judy Bradley, Service Projects Committee

Here’s an Idea: Carpooling
     Some of our members already share rides to our meetings. If you'd enjoy car-pooling with 
another Guild member, check the Membership Directory to see who lives near you. And if it's hard 
for you to drive at night, don't be shy about asking someone else if it's convenient for them 
to give you a lift. You can save gasoline and talk about quilting all the way! 

 
Things You Might Want to Bring to Monday's Meeting

(1) Donations of fabric or quilting magazines and books for the Ways and Means Committee to sell.
(2) Your Round Robin Quilt in its tote bag, if you are taking part in this activity.
(3) Comfort Quilts you’ve finished making and want to turn in.
(4) Items you’d like to Show and Tell.
(5) A friend interested in quilting. (Yep, men and teens are welcome, too.)
(6) Your name tag. 
(7) Money to buy tickets for our Quilt Raffle. You can't win if you don't buy a ticket! 
(8) Books to return to our Library. Betty Tyree says that if she can’t make Monday’s meeting, the check-out 
and check-in clipboard will be in the church coatroom with the library books. 
(9) Patriotic-print fabrics that the Quiltessas can use to make soldiers’ quilts.
(10) Donations for our Silent Auction in January
(11) A sweater or jacket – because it’s finally going to get cooler at night! page 9       
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