
September 2017 Newsletter
Star Quilters Guild of the Roanoke, Virginia, area     https://starquilters.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/114448361921935/?ref=bookmarks

Our next meeting will begin at 7 pm on Monday, September 11th
at Christ Lutheran Church (corner of Brandon and Grandin in Roanoke)

September Program: Comforting Our Community
     Representatives of local charities that we support by giving them comfort quilts, bed-size 
quilts, or veterans’ quilts will be coming to talk about their organizations and how the quilts help the
people they serve. If you, like most of our members, have made such a quilt, come and hear stories 
that will warm your heart. If you haven’t made one yet, this program may convince you that it’s 
worth the work, even if you never get to see the faces of the people who receive them!
~ Dawn Schaben, Program Chair

Barefoot Quiltessas will meet on Friday, September 1st
     We will be meeting this Friday, August 4th, at Our Lady of Nazareth Church on 419 from 10 
until 2. Bring your sewing machines, etc. if you wish to work on give-away quilt projects.  Or you may
wish to just visit. Don't forget your lunch and a nonperishable food item for the downtown pantry.
– Judy Bradley

Comfort Quilt Workshop on Saturday, September 16th

     We have reserved the Fellowship Hall at Our Lady of Nazareth Church for a comfort quilt 
workshop on Saturday, September 16, from 9-3.  We need to replenish our supply, especially for 
parents of babies, children, and teens hospitalized at Carilion. See http://www.rmhc-swva.org/
     Hope to see you on the 16th ready to SEW!
~ Judy Bradley
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Officers and Committee Chairs for 2016-2017
President ..................................................................Cathy Russell
Vice-President ............................................... Susan Kraterfield
Secretary ......................................................... Claire Hightower
Treasurer ...................................................................... Sue Berry
Historian .............................................................. Kristin Farwig
Hospitality ...............................Gisela O'Connor and Judy Bird
Library ......... Betty Tyree, Linda Badger, & Barbara Badger
Membership ............................... Kathy Martin & Linda Greene
Newsletter ................................................................. Laura Perry
 Programs .................................................................Dawn Schaben 
 Publicity .................................................................... Linda Badger 
Quilt Show ..................... Judy McWhorter & Kathy Wickham
Service Projects ................... Judy Bradley  & Ethel Simmons
Sunshine ................................................................... Sue Thurston
Ways & Means ........................................................ Vicki Kuhlman
 Web Page ........................................................ Susan Kraterfield 

Telephone numbers and email addresses are in the Membership Directory if you have questions. 

Are You a Hand Quilter?

     Guild member Ginny Vaden has a room-size quilt frame she is willing to give to a group or an 
individual that quilts by hand. She has not used it herself, but she knows it is large and thinks it is 
complete. Ginny’s telephone number is in the Membership Directory. 

We need Fabric to make Quilts for Hospitalized Veterans
     If members would like to donate patriotic fabric, especially fat quarters, we would appreciate it.
We're looking at making more quilts for the Veterans Administration. Thank you.
~ Judy Bradley, Service Projects Committee

Editor’s Note: Fat quarters are 75% off at Joann’s though Monday, September 4th. 
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Minutes of the Star Quilters Meeting on August 7, 2017
     President Cathy Russell called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM. Our program was first, followed
by our business meeting and Show and Tell.
     Program
     Program Chair Dawn Schaben introduced our speaker, Phyllis Reeves, who is the previous owner 
of Patchwork Plus in Dayton, Virginia. The topic of Phyllis’s program was Fabric Scraps and What To
Do With Them. One dilemma she addressed was how to sort scraps, some options being size, color, 
and theme. Her personal preference is to sort first into two categories, Batik and Other. 
Depending on what scraps we have, categories such as Holiday, Civil War, florals, 30’s juvenile-
themed, and color or color families might be useful. Sorting scraps by size is a common strategy, as
is cutting scraps into specific sizes or shapes useful to the individual quilter. Phyllis cautioned us 
not to cut up fabric scraps until the project that turned them into scraps is completed because, 
well, you never know what may happen. Phyllis suggests cutting fabric into three sizes which will 
work together, such as 2-, 3.5-, and 5-inch squares (4 two-inch squares can be sewn into a 3.5-inch 
square, and 9 two-inch squares can make a 5-inch square). Judy Bradley quickly added that 6-inch 
squares are very useful for our Comfort Quilts! Phyllis suggested projects such as String Quilts, 
Lemoyne Trails, Migrating Geese and Shaded 4-Patch as stash-busting projects using our scraps 
and she showed us several of her quilts made from her scraps.
     Business Meeting and Announcements
     Membership: Attendance at the August meeting included two new members and six guests.
     Treasurer: Treasurer Sue Berry reported on our banking activity.
     Upcoming Projects: Susan Kraterfield reminded us of the new Round Robin project starting at 
our September meeting, and results of past Round Robin quilts were displayed. Susan also reminded
us that the results of the Monochromatic Challenge are due at the September meeting.
     Library: Betty Tyree reported on new books added to the SQG library and encouraged all of us 
to make use of the library. She also suggested that we check our library for books on scrap quilts, 
including Bonnie Hunter’s Addicted to Scraps.
     Comfort Quilts: Many comfort quilts were turned in at the August meeting, and we will be 
delivering quilts to local charities soon. More quilt kits were available at the August meeting for us 
to work on at home.
     Raffle Quilt: Kathy Wickham announced that she has raffle tickets available for to purchase or 
sell to others. The drawing for the raffle quilt will take place on December 4. She mentioned that a
scrappy Log Cabin quilt is a possible project for our 2019 raffle quilt.
     Hospitality: Gisela announced our August birthday celebrants.
     Miscellaneous: Judy Coffman announced that she has the name of an individual who will repair 
sewing machines. Contact her for details.
     Show and Tell
     Members displayed their latest creations, many of which were scrap quilts. I am inspired!
     Closing
     The next meeting will be held on the second Monday of September due to the Labor Day 
holiday.
     The meeting was adjourned at 9:06.    

Respectfully submitted, 
   Claire Hightower, Secretary    
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76 Comfort Quilts Delivered in August
     Betty Ann Tyree delivered 2 quilts to the Veterans’ Administration Hospital last week. On 
August 17, we delivered quilts to Turning Points (18 quilts), Family Promise (20 quilts), Bethany Hall 
(7 quilts), Blue Ridge Women's Center (18 quilts), and Ransom Street (11 quilts). 
    Thank you to all of you who contributed to this worthy project.  
~ Judy Bradley                          

 We wish a year of happy days to these Guild members with September birthdays! 
Once again, we have “birthday twins” – Ruth and Linda. 

September 1 - Pat Wade September 14 - Ruth Ann Assaid
September 2 - Laurie Lyons September 14 - Linda Rhodes
September 3 - Natalie McMahon September 15 - Ethel Simmons
September 11 - Linda Crowley September 25 - Judy McWhorter

 ~ Gisela O'Connor, Hospitality Committee

Do You Feel Lucky?     

     Do you have your Scrappy Pineapple Quilt raffle ticket yet? It's not too late. Just like with the 
lottery, you can't win if you don't buy a ticket.

The Log Cabin Raffle Quilt
    For all interested in helping to make the Star Quilters’ next raffle quilt, now is the time to get 
started. The quilt will feature scrappy log cabin squares set in a star pattern.

                               “Scrappy” Log Cabin blocks                                    A “star” quilt made with Log Cabin blocks 
     (There are many possible variations.)

     Each block will be 12.5 inches square (unfinished size). It will be made up of half dark and half 
light fabrics – using 1.5" strips of scrap fabrics. The center will have two 1.5" squares, 1 dark and 1 
light. More details will be given at October's meeting. 
     We already have an offer to do the quilting! We are projecting the quilt to be completed and 
ready to draw the winning ticket at the 2019 Quilt Show.
     So let's get sewing! 
~ Kathy Wickham page 4        



News from the Library
     We have some useful new books in our library. I’ll have these at the meeting, but the library is 
in the cloakroom at the church, and you can check it before or after any meeting. 
WALK by Jacquie Gering 
     This book is the “Bible” for quilting with a walking foot.
ADDICTED TO SCRAPS by Bonnie Hunter
     Her newest book using her famous techniques.
ONE SWEET DEVELOPMENT by Jennifer Skinnell 
     A romantic novel written by a quilter, with quilters in the plot. Ten Amazon.com reviewers gave
     it 4.9 out of 5 stars, so it must be good!
FANCY FOREST by Elizabeth Hartman
     Patterns for forest animals that can be used in wall hangings, baby quilts, or bed-sized quilts. 

                 Hartman’s pattern                           Some of the Forest animals                  Kathy Martin’s hedgehog quilt

     We are also grateful to members for donating books: 
The Winding Ways Quilt, an Elm Creek Quilts Novel by Jennifer Chiaverini, given by Kitty DeLapp 
Hawaiian Quilt Patterns and Designs, volumes 2 and 4, donated by Susan Kraterfield
The New Hexagon, by Katja Marek, which features 52 blocks and teaches the glue-basting method 
     of English Paper Piecing, the gift of Judy McWhorter
~ Betty Tyree, Library Committee

You Oughta Be in Pictures…
New and renewing members who have joined since June should stop by the sign-in desk 

so we can take their photo for the Directory. 
~ Linda Sage Green, Membership Committee
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Above: A Round Robin Quilt made by Judy McW, Kathy W, Pat, and Kitty

It’s Round Robin Time – Bring Your Center!
     At the meeting on September 11th, everyone who wants to participate in this year’s Round Robin
should bring a tote bag (not see-through) with a center block for your quilt. This could be a piece 
of fabric, an applique block, a photo on fabric, a cross-stitch, a panel, an orphan block, etc.
     Each quilter hands this center block over to another quilter to put a border around it. The new 
border might be plain, pieced, appliqued, or embellished. Then the augmented center passes to a 
third quilter to add a 2nd border and so on to each member of the group. After the final round, the
quilt top returns to the center’s owner for finishing.
     The Star Quilters version is simple: do rounds for 3 months with a random exchange each 
month. 
     September: Bring your center to the meeting in a tote bag that cannot be seen through. Leave 
with a different one, and use the month to add the 1st border
     October: Bring the tote to the guild meeting, leave with another, and use the month to add the 
2nd border. 
     November: Bring the tote to guild, leave with another, and use the month to add a 3rd border
     December: Bring the tote to guild, retrieve your own tote with your center, and participate in 
the big reveal. 
      When you are working on it, don’t let the center owner see what’s happening to her quilt. Advice
from anyone else is fine. Do your best work and try to honor the spirit of the center. If you must 
miss a meeting, we can arrange an early exchange, or someone can do the swap for you. 
     Making a round robin quilt is a lot of fun, an educational experience, a chance to try out new 
techniques, a good way to get to know other Guild members, and – in the end - a surprise! You’ll 
enjoy hearing the ooohs and ahhhs  when the results are displayed. 
     You can read more in the August newsletter at https://starquilters.org/  Or call me!
~ Susan Kraterfield    
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Above: Blue Moon Quilt by Janine Burke
https://www.etsy.com/listing/124827069/blue-moon-quilt-kit-with-pattern-blue

The Monochromatic Challenge
     Don’t forget that our September meeting is the date for display of your monochromatic 
creations – quilt objects using a single color, a single color in different shades, or a single color plus
a neutral like white. Susan Kraterfield has finished a bed-sized ochre quilt, but mug rugs and other 
small objects are invited, too. Feel free to bring and display a work-in-progress, too. Our guild’s 
special-interest group, the Starry Eyed Quilters, came up with this idea to give us a chance to 
explore color possibilities. It should be fun to see what’s possible! 

  

  

 Busy Hands
     Join a group of members at Barnes & Noble, Tanglewood Mall, on Sept. 18th at 6:30. Work on 
your hand-sewing project. Christmas is just around the corner so we need all the time we can get to
finish the gifts for that special person. Everyone is invited. 
     If you have any questions, email me. ~ Ann Ware
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   “Aura” “Galaxy”
Note: Despite appearances, neither design requires curved pieces. It’s an optical illusion!

See more at http://www.thevalleyquilter.com/classes.html

A Workshop with Phyllis Reeves
     I have had several members contact me about the possibility of a class with Phyllis Reeves, who 
was our August guest speaker. Phyllis does teach classes and she will teach on a Saturday. Please 
check out her website: www.thevalleyquilter.com for the class descriptions. Most of the quilts she 
showed at the meeting are available as a class. If you are interested in a class, please email me at 
dschaben@aol.com to say which quilt class you are interested in attending. Majority will rule on 
which class we schedule and we will go from there as to location and date.
     Right now we are tied between “Aura” and “Galaxy.” I will be bringing a class description and 
sign-up sheet to the September meeting for voting purposes. After we have enough folks signed up,
I will contact Phyllis to schedule the workshop.
-- Dawn Schaben
     P.S.  One place to shop for most of the rulers and patterns that Phyllis talked about in her 
presentation is https://deb-tuckers-studio-180-design.myshopify.com

September for School!      September for Warm Days and Cool Nights!
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Things You Might Want to Bring to Monday's Meeting
(1) Monochromatic Quilts or quilted objects for the Big Reveal.
(2) The center for a Round Robin Quilt if you want to participate in this fun activity.
(3) Comfort Quilts you’ve finished making.
(4) Items for Show and Tell.
(5) A friend interested in quilting.
(6) Donations of fabric or quilting magazines for the Ways and Means Committee.
(7) Money to buy raffle tickets, or money made by selling them.
(8) Library books to return.
(9) Patriotic print fabrics to be used by the Quiltessas to make soldiers’ quilts.
(10) Your name tag, to help Laura recognize you. 


