
June 2017 Newsletter  
Star Quilters Guild of the Roanoke, Virginia, area     https://starquilters.org/

Our June meeting will begin at 7 pm on Monday, June 5th
at Christ Lutheran Church (corner of Brandon and Grandin in Roanoke)

     We will have a presentation by Mary Jo Reed about Ryan’s Case for Smiles. This is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to providing sick and hospitalized children with handmade pillowcases to 
help them cope with the stress of their illnesses and injuries. 
     I hope we can surprise Mary Jo by bringing pillowcases we have made to this meeting. You can 
find instructions at http://www.caseforsmiles.org/ or seasonedhomemaker.com or 
http://www.allpeoplequilt.com 

The Barefoot Quiltessas, Makers of Comfort Quilts
     Our June Quiltessa meeting will be this Friday, June 2nd. Don't forget, we are now meeting in 
the youth center located in the lower level. Hopefully, we will still be able to park and enter all the 
way around and in the back of the church. If you all are unsure how to get in, call me on my cell 
phone at 540-798-7824 and I will talk you down. See you all then!
~ Judy Bradley

Fabric Shop Hop
     You're invited to join us in a Shop Hop on Saturday, June 3rd. We will leave at 9 AM and carpool 
to The Quiltery in Fairfield, a nearby Amish shop, and PatchworkPlus. Please call me right away at 
(540) 494-0522 you are planning to go. 
~Cathy S. Russell,  Guild President    

-----> See page 7 for 2 more events that will occur before our June meeting -- the Stash Blast in 
Harrisonsburg and the Quilters Unlimited show in northern Virginia. 
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Officers and Committee Chairs for 2016-2017
President ..................................................................Cathy Russell
Vice-President ............................................... Susan Kraterfield
Secretary ......................................................... Claire Hightower
Treasurer ...................................................................... Sue Berry
Historian .............................................................. Kristin Farwig
Hospitality ...............................Gisela O'Connor and Judy Bird
Library ......... Betty Tyree, Linda Badger, & Barbara Badger
Membership ............................... Kathy Martin & Linda Greene
Newsletter ................................................................. Laura Perry
 Programs .................................................................Dawn Schaben 
 Publicity .................................................................... Linda Badger 
Quilt Show ..................... Judy McWhorter & Kathy Wickham
Service Projects ................... Judy Bradley  & Ethel Simmons
Special Events ............................................................... Becky Kea
Sunshine ................................................................... Sue Thurston
Ways & Means ........................................................ Vicki Kuhlman
 Web Page ........................................................ Susan Kraterfield 

Telephone numbers and email addresses are in the Membership Directory if you have questions. 

Notes from the Treasurer
     The Board met recently and prepared the proposed Guild budget for the period May 1, 2017 
through April 30, 2018. At the June meeting, members will be asked to approve the budget. If you 
have any questions, please call me.
     At the same board meeting, the Board agreed that for members who want to have a monthly ad 
run in our newsletter, payment for the ad should be made at the same time that a member’s annual 
dues are paid. This is a good way for the Guild and the member to track these payments.
     Also, when you have income for deposit to our bank checking account or expenses for 
reimbursement, please use the income and/or expense forms available on our website. Some 
members fail to do this. If I, as Treasurer, fill out the Guild income or reimbursement forms for 
you, then when the Guild books are audited the Guild will be criticized for not having a rigorous 
paperwork trial. It is essential that you fill out and submit the forms yourself. Thank you in 
advance for doing the correct paperwork!
Sue Berry, Treasurer
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 Upcoming Programs
     The program for July's meeting has not yet been settled. Here are programs I am looking at for 
the coming months, although nothing is confirmed yet.

✔ Presentation by the organizations that receive our charity quilts.
✔ Copyright Law by local lawyer - can you sell that quilt made using a pattern you purchased?
✔ Round Robin of techniques, hints, tools, rules, etc. by guild members.
✔ Challenge Block announced (in fall 2017) with judging (in March 2018) to get us geared up for 

2019 Quilt show. We will learn what the judges are looking for when judging a quilt.
✔ A nationally recognized quilter doing a presentation/trunk show at the guild meeting on 

Monday with a workshop on Tuesday. 
✔ Batting - what is the right batting to use for different quilts?
✔ Miniature Quilts - what makes a quilt miniature? 
✔ Painting your quilt using Sharpies (presentation and possibly a workshop)

     Those are the ideas I am working on right now. If anyone has any ideas, is willing to present 
a program, or has an interest they would like to see a program about, please share with me at 
dschaben@aol.com or 540-354-8464. 
~ Dawn Schaben, Program Chair

Preliminary 501(c)3 Information for our Guild
(an issue discussed at this week's board meeting)

     On Tuesday I got a call from attorney Keith Finch with the Creekmore Law firm, which I had 
called last week but got voice mail. (His website states that he "focuses his practice on intellectual 
property and business counseling." He raised some issues that Susan Kraterfield had mentioned 
regarding what percentage of our activities were actually spent doing charitable works. I don't 
know the specifics, or if a quantifiable checklist of sorts exists to determine this, apart  from the 
IRS Guidelines (and there are a lot of them). The way he described it made it sound as if we do not 
qualify for the 501(c)3 status, but I am not sure of that. I need to do further research and I have 
not had time yet to do that.
     He did offer an interesting suggestion. He did some work for a non-profit organization (I think 
it was the VA Tech Alumni group or subgroup) in which he set up 2 different non-profit types for 
the group -- a social club (which we are) AND a 501(c)3. That covers the group's social activities as 
well as their charitable activities, just in differently defined organizations. His opinion was that it 
is not customary for a 501(c)3 to have members (but is that how it is defined by the IRS??). He 
said what he set up for that organization is that the 501(c)3 is just for money in and money out. 
The 501(c)3 has a separate name and bank account.  
     I don't know how the majority of our time in the guild would be categorized. We meet once a 
month for 1½ - 2 hours for social and educational purposes (and although education is for the 
members, the public can attend). BUT -- the Quiltessas meet once a month for about 4+ hours each 
time. Plus, there are several comfort quilt sew-ins every year. So maybe the majority of guild time 
IS spent doing charitable activities. Of course, the number of members participating in making 
comfort quilts is fewer than the number of  members attending the meeting. I don't know if that 
matters or not. I also think our quilt shows can be categorized as education for the public about 
quilting, but we only have these every other year. 
     (continued on next page) page 3
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     I feel that I need to do more research on this to better understand the matter. If what he is 
saying is true, then my old guild in SC is technically breaking the law. They are set up and operate in 
pretty much the same way that we do. It would be interesting to find out how other quilt guilds are 
organized and what their non-profit status is. Maybe the VA Consortium of Quilters has some info 
on this -- ? 
     I would like to again state the benefits that I am aware of  - and I don't know the full details 
on all of them - for being a 501(c)3:
        1) Discount from batting company (Hobbs? and how much?)
        2) Discount from Joann's Fabrics (how much?)
        3) Would enable us to get grants or donations from Kroger and possibly other corporate 
sponsorships for the quilt show, or for materials used to make comfort quilts
        4) Choosing AmazonSmile and designating our guild by members when shopping on Amazon.com 
(AmazonSmile "is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and shopping 
features as Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile 
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the charitable 
organization of your choice.")
        5) Individual member tax deductions for charitable contributions (for those in the guild who 
itemize their taxes).   
     I asked Keith Finch how much he would charge to create a new 501(c)3 for us, and he said 
$2000.00. I told him I didn't think the guild would be able to pay that much. I asked him it he 
would consider doing it 'pro bono' (free) since we have such a small budget, and he said he would 
not be able to do that. He said most 501(c)3 organizations are created as 'DYI' and suggested that 
templates exist for creating the bylaws, using whatever language from them as is relevant. I think 
we could do this ourselves, but it will take time to research. 
     If anyone has more information or insight into this whole matter, I would welcome it and any 
feedback. Can anyone think of any benefits that I have not listed? I think that since we make quilts 
for charity, and are a non-profit corporation, we should get some financial breaks. Our guild does 
not exist solely as a  "social club."
~Kristin Farwig  <kalfarwig@bellsouth.net>

     Many, many thanks to Gisela O'Connor and Judy Bird, Hospitality Chairs, and the willing workers 
(including Gisela's husband Patrick!) who helped to make the Spring Social such a success. 
     I had my doubts about s-a-l-a-d as a meal, but it was great! And the cupcakes were amazing. 
~ Laura Perry, Newsletter Editor

Sympathy to our friends Susan Butler and Victoria Person 
in the recent death of their father. 

page 4     



Minutes of the 1 May 2017 Star Quilters Meeting
The meeting, our annual May Social, began at 6:00 with a salad bar buffet and cupcakes for dessert, 

followed by a brief meeting and Show and Tell.
May Social
The buffet table overflowed with salad greens, lots of extras, and dressings brought by the 

membership. We happily ate our healthy fare, enjoyed our elaborately decorated cupcakes, and 
socialized with our fellow members. Thanks to Gisela and the other members of the Hospitality 
Committee for their work on this successful event.

Business Meeting and Announcements
Membership: Thirty-nine members attended the May meeting.
Library: Betty Tyree reported that she has purchased new books for the library which she will bring 

next month.
Special Events, Shop Hop: President Cathy Russell reminded us of the Shop Hop on June 3. Members 

who wish to participate will meet at the Tanglewood Barnes and Noble and carpool to quilt shops in the 
Fairfield area with a stop for lunch. Please contact Cathy if you wish to join the group. 

Special Events, Modern Quilt Guild: The Modern Quilt Guild is hosting a program on Color Theory 
followed by a Saturday workshop. Due to a cancellation, there is one spot available for the workshop. 
Access further information about this event on the Roanoke Modern Quilt Guild page on Facebook.

June Program: Chair Dawn Schaben announced that our June speaker will be a representative from 
Ryan’s Cases for Smiles, an organization which makes and donates pillowcases to young hospital patients. 
She has declined payment for this engagement, so it would be a nice gesture for our membership to 
make pillowcases using the directions Dawn provided and donate them to this worthy cause at our June 
meeting.

Raffle Quilt: Kathy Wickham had raffle tickets available for sale at the meeting.
Show and Tell: Members displayed their latest creations (photos posted on our website).
Closing: The next meeting will be on June 5, 2017, starting at our usual time, 7:00 PM. The program 

for the evening will be Ryan’s Cases for Smiles.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45.

Respectfully submitted, 
Claire Hightower, Secretary    

     We have more tickets available for the Scrappy Pineapple quilt. The winning ticket will be drawn 
at our December meeting on December 4th.
  Thanks again to all that helped make squares, quilted them, and have sold or purchased tickets. 
~ Kathy Wickham, Quilt Show Committee

Advertise Your Longarm Quilting Business on our Website
     Several months ago we discussed during a guild meeting the often-asked question, “Who 
provides long arm services?" We’re going to solve that problem by having a page on our web site for 
an annual fee running from May 1 through April 30. $20 for guild members and $40 for others.
     If you wish to be listed, send me the annual fee and the information you’d like included.
~ Susan Kraterfield
skraterfield@gmail.com
Susan Kraterfield, 2552 Inglewood Road, Roanoke, VA 24015 page 5       



  

 Busy Hands
     Busy Hands will meet on Monday, June 19th at Barnes and Noble, Tanglewood, from 6:30-8:00. 
If you are working on a hand-sewing project, bring to the coffee shop. We are a small group of 6 to 
8. Buy a drink to enjoy while working on your project if you want. If you have problems with your 
project, maybe 6 minds can help you solve it! Any questions, email me.
~ Ann Ware   

 JUNE BIRTHDAYS

 June 12th -- Kristin Farwig. June 20th -- Janet Lemons. June 25th -- Kathy Martin.
~Gisela O'Connor, Hospitality Committee
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  It's Time for the Salem Fair!  
Wednesday, June 28 - Friday, July 8

     Every year, volunteers from our Guild raise money for the Guild by working at the Salem Fair. 
Don't worry -- you won't have to operate the roller coaster or sell cotton candy out in the hot sun. 
What these volunteers do is protect the exhibits of quilts and other crafts in one of the air-
conditioned rooms of the Salem Civic Center. You just keep people from touching the items and 
answer any questions they have. 
     It's fun to see all the exhibits, and it's pleasant to spend time with other Guild members. 
     Please sign up for one or more of the two-hour shifts at Monday's meeting. Or phone Sallie 
Powers at (540) 353-1961.
     P.S. You can enter exhibits, too. And if you've got kids or grandkids, you should know that 
children and teens aged 18 and younger can receive a free ride pass to be used on either July 5 or 
July 6 when they enter 3 different exhibits. Find out how at 
http://www.salemfairblueribbon.com/how-to-enter

Mailbox Problems? 
     I am still getting notices about emails to Guild members that "bounced" because their mailboxes 
were full or addresses out of date. If you're having problems receiving your e-mail from the Star 
Quilters Guild, check your spam folder. Sometimes group mailings end up there. If that doesn't 
help, talk to me or Susan Kraterfield. 
~Laura Perry, Newsletter

My Sewing Scissors ...
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2017 SMOKY MOUNTAIN QUILTERS SHOW IN KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE
June 16-17. See www.smokymtnquilters.com. 

Virginia Quilt Museum Exhibits, May 30 - August 26th, 2017 
О  "WWI Quilts"
О  "Something Old is New Again: Needlework of the 20th and 21st Centuries" by the Shenandoah 
Valley Chapter of the American Needlepoint Guild
О  "Windchimes" by the Fiber Artists @ Loose Ends
О  "Treasures from the Vault: Early 20th Century Quilts"

Stash Blast - A Fabric Flea Market in Harrisonburg
June 3, 2017  from 9am - 1pm

Shop 'til you drop with some UNBELIEVABLE fabric bargains!
    Come build up your fabric stash and support the VQM at the same time! Yardage, precuts, and 
fabric of all sizes and designs will be available. 
    Fabric is sold for $8 per pound. (This averages out to $2.50 - $3.50 per yard.)
    Cash or checks only, please! (No credit or debit cards.)
Asbury United Methodist Church (Lower Level), 205 S. Main Street, Harrisonburg, VA 22801     

  
44th Annual Quilters Unlimited Show

June 2 - 4 at Dulles Expo Center, Chantilly, Virginia
Friday, June 2 - 10am to 6pm
Saturday, June 3 - 10am to 5pm
Sunday, June 4 - 10am - 4pm

Come visit this amazing show with over 600 quilts exhibited by QU members, including 179 art 
quilts on the theme "Fly Me to the Moon." There will be at least 70 retail vendors offering fabric, 
notions and other quilt-related products. 
http://www.quiltersunlimited.org/quilt-show/

Things You Might Want to Bring to Monday's Meeting
(1) A pillowcase (or pillowcases!) made for Ryan's Case for Smiles.

(2) Comfort Quilts you have finished making. 
(3) Items for Show and Tell. 

(4) A friend interested in quilting. 
(5) Donations of fabric or quilting magazines for Ways and Means. 

(6) Money to buy raffle tickets, or money made by selling them.
(7) Library books to return. 

(8) Your name tag, so people don't have to call you Umm or Hey,You. 
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