
February 2016 Newsletter  
Star Quilters Guild of the Roanoke, Virginia, area     http://starquilters.org/

Dear Members,
     I did not realize, when I said we were all going to be busy the month of January, just how busy. 
The 12-16 inches of snow was not included. I do hope you were able to complete some of those 
projects while watching the snow fall. We, as a guild, have had a great month. The Round Robin 
workshop was a great hit. The comfort quilts workshop was very productive. In between talking and 
laughing, the group was able to complete quite a few quilt tops. A little effort from all the members 
in one way or another made the Auction event a great success. A big THANK YOU to all of you!
Stay warm and keep quilting, 
Ann, Your President

Quilt Blocks to Celebrate February

          Lincoln's Platform                     Valentine's Day            Martha Washington Star 

OUR FEBRUARY PROGRAM: February 1 at 7:00 PM

Zentangles. A certified instructor in this art, Carol Sheldon, will teach us the basics. You will 
need to bring black micro pens in sizes .01 and .05, a soft lead pencil without an eraser, and a 
smudger for the pencil. Carol will provide paper.              

Things to bring to Monday's meeting: (1) Finished comfort quilts and finished comfort quilt blocks. (2) Your 
filled-out survey (the opinion / ideas / volunteer sheet). (3) Your GREEN crazy quilt block for the drawing. 

(4) Something for your Secret Quilt Pal. (5) Zentangle supplies. (6) Your name tag. 

http://starquilters.org/


2014-15 Officers and Committee Chairs
President ....................................................... Ann Ware
Vice-President .................................... Kathy Wickham
Secretary ........................................... Loretta Twiford
Treasurer ........................................ Susan Kraterfield
Newsletter ................................................. Laura Perry
Comfort Quilts ....................................... Judy Bradley
Historian ................................................. Kristin Farwig
Hospitality ..................................................... Becky Kea
Library .................................................. Barbara Turner
Membership ............................................ Judy Coffman
Programs ............................................. Tamara McBride
Special Events ........................................ Linda Cronise 
Ways & Means ...................................... Vickie Kuhlman
Sunshine ............................................... Donna Kittelson

   Please contact any of the people above if you have questions. Their telephone numbers and email addresses 
are in the Membership Directory. If you need a copy of the directory, talk to Judy Coffman.

 UPCOMING PROGRAMS
March 7, 7:00 p.m. "New Quilting Techniques." By Lori Clayton from Threads Run Through It in 
Phenix, VA. She will also bring some kits. http://www.trtiwequilt.com/
April 4, 7:00 p.m. "The Care and Maintenance of Our Machines." Presented by Jerry Whitt from 
Creative Stitches in Lynchburg.
May 2, 6:00 p.m. Spring Social. Details will be forthcoming from the committee.
~ Tam McBride, Program Chair

Invitation to a Workshop Sponsored by the Lake Quilters' Guild

"It's OKAY to write on your quilt" by Cyndi Sauder. March 22 from 9-12. 
$27.00 for members, $32.00 for non-members. Credit cards are accepted. 

     Payment is expected prior to the workshop to reserve your spot and receive the supply list. It 
will be helpful if you are comfortable with free motion machine quilting, but don’t let that stop you. 

Contact Bette Gove @ 540.875.7123 or kayaksml@gmail.com, or 
Kay McCoy @ 540.297.1616 or kmccoy4053@gmail.com. 

THANKS FOR THE AUCTION ACTION!
     Kudos to Cindy King and her crew -- Linda Green, Judy Byrd, Vickie Kuhlman, Kathleen Ledger, 
Kathy Rondeau, Ann Ware, Sue Berry and her spouse, and Cindy’s own spouse -- for all the 
preparation and work that resulted in the awesome auction. Thanks to their efforts and to you, the 
shoppers, the Guild netted $1,280!
~ Tam McBride, Program Chair
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BAREFOOT QUILTESSAS
     The Barefoot Quiltessas, a group of Guild members who meet each month to make comfort quilts, shelter 
quilts, and veteran's quilts, will meet at Our Lady of Nazareth Church, 2505 Electric Road, SW, in Roanoke 
County, from 10:00 AM-3:00 PM on Friday, February 5th. 
      Bring your lunch, a sewing machine, and the usual tools (or come to cut fabric or sew binding). The 
Quiltessas always try to bring a non-perishable item to donate to the food pantry for those in need. 
     Betty Tyree reports that she has 9 completed quilts in her living room and 2 more that have been quilted 
and are being bound.

 
Saturday's Comfort Quilt Workshop

     On Saturday, January 16, several members of the Star Quilters Guild met to make comfort quilt tops. Our 
president, Ann Ware, set a sterling example by finishing three quilt tops and donating fabric to make more. 
Cathy Russell sewed while telling us about her latest blind date, and Linda Greene, Donna Kittelson, Laura 
Perry, Betty Ann Tyree, Claire Hightower, Teresa Fletcher, Loretta Bedia, Loretta Twiford, Tam McBride, 
and Judy Bradley kept their machines humming. Gisela O'Connor ironed rotary-cut a stack of pieces for new 
quilts. Joyce Noell dropped by, too, and donated fabric to make more comfort quilts. It was a good day, and 
we all felt great as more than a dozen quilt tops were displayed at the front of the room!

 

Busy Hands
This group meets at Starbucks inside Barnes & Noble at Tanglewood Mall each 3rd Monday at 6:30 PM for 

about 90 minutes. This month, that is February 15th. 
     At January's meeting, Victoria Person showed us a couple of the portraits of U.S. Presidents she is 
embroidering for a quilt. (She is doing them all, even the ones she doesn't like!) Claire Hightower has made 
progress on her tiny-stitched swan. Laura Perry made more of her endless yo-yos and said, No, she still 
wasn't sure what she was going to do with them all. Cathy Russell was knitting (or was it crocheting?) a warm 
scarf for winter weather. Gisela O'Connor and Susan Kraterfield impressed us with the precision and delicacy 
of their sewing. And everyone chattered happily! 

Can You Help? 
The Ways and Means committee is again in need of donations of fabric, patterns, quilt 

magazines, and books about quilting or sewing. These items are sold to raise money to buy supplies 
to support Guild programs, including comfort quilts, workshops, and presentations.

Sassy Stitchers
The Sassy Stitchers, who meet at the Presbyterian Church Center located at 13th and Jamison in 

Roanoke, would like to have more quilters join them. They meet almost every day, but the amount of 
time each quilter works is very flexible. In 2015, they made and donated 725 quilts to various 

organizations. If you're interested, contact Bonnie at 540-570-0360.

page 3    



Minutes of the Star Quilters Meeting on January 11, 2016
     Far before 7:00 pm, Members were busily going from table to table, looking over the many items 
donated for this year’s Silent Auction and making their bids. President Ann Ware called the 
meeting to order at 7:10 pm. She passed around a sign-up sheet for pre-meeting set-up and post- 
meeting take-downs.
      Committee Reports:       
Newsletters - Ann asked if everyone was getting their newsletters; there are extras on the desk.
Treasurer - Susan Kraterfield reported the guild bank balance.
Sunshine - Donna Kittleson had nothing to report; it is well that all are well.
Membership - Judy Coffman reported there are 56 members signed in; we have one new member 
tonight and three visitors.
Programs - Tam McBride reported that for February Carol Sheldon will present a program on 
Zentangles. Among items for members to bring are: smooth paper heavier than printer paper; soft 
lead pencil without an eraser; a smudger for the pencil, and a micro pen. Watch the newsletter for 
a complete listing.
     For March, Lori Clayton from Threads Run Through It in Phenix, VA will present New Quilting 
Techniques.
     For April, Jerry Whitt from Creative Stitches in Lynchburg will present a program on The Care 
and Maintenance of Our Machines.
     May will be the Spring Social.
     Ann Ware asked Kitty Delapp to take the floor along with those who attended her Improv Round 
Robin last Saturday. The ten attendees displayed their projects and between everyone, we were 
given a picture of what transpired at the workshop. All of the projects were interesting as well as 
being original, imaginative and intriguing. I think everyone there said they would do it again !! Good 
job, ladies.
Comfort Quilts Committee - Judy Bradley reported 8 quilts turned in tonight and urged us to 
remember the Comfort Quilt Sew-In this coming Saturday, January 16th at the guild meeting 
place. Bring your sewing machine, a power strip, your lunch and be ready to sew.
     Old Business:
     Hospitality Committee received a big round of applause for last month’s social. Becky Kea 
announced that next month she would bring Membership Gifts for those who were unable to attend 
the December social. She gave recognition to others on the committee: Sallie Powers and Gisela 
O’Connor. A round of appreciative applause was given the committee.                                     page 4



     Ann Ware then announced there were 31 blue paper-pieced blocks turned in. A drawing for the 
blocks was made and the winner is Linda Badger. Lucky Linda will put the blocks together into a 
quilt or donate it to the Comfort Quilt committee. Ann then drew a color for the February blocks: 
GREEN. Be sure to make your block (or blocks) and bring it to the February meeting.
     Ann then presented some items that were left behind last month: pot holders, a white bowl, a 
white basket, serving spoons and a putty knife. If any of these items belong to you, please let Ann 
know. If they are not claimed, they will be donated to the church kitchen.
      New Business:
      President Ware announced that she and Vice President Kathy Wickham had gotten together 
and worked up a survey for members to indicate what kind of programs, etc., they would like for 
the Guild. The surveys were passed out and we are asked to fill them in and turn them in at the 
February meeting.
     Charlene Wolfe asked if anyone had picked up a bag she had left behind last month containing 
batting, green fabric, etc. which she needed to finish the quilt she had for Show and Tell last 
month. She had accidentally left the bag on a table.
     Ann Ware said she had received a communication from Sassy Stitchers and if you would like 
more information about them, or would like to join that group, she will give you the contact 
information. That information will also be in the newsletter.
     The Nominating Committee will be calling on members in the next month or so to take up office 
positions for next term. Be ready to say “yes.”
     Ann Ware then gave us ten more minutes to peruse and bid on items and at 7:42 she would ring 
the bill and the Silent Auction bidding will be finished. We were called back to order at 7:47 when 
she auctioned off a number of quilts, quilt blocks and other items that were on a table at the front 
of the room. Some items drew some energetic bids while others at least drew a bid. Ann did 
mention that in another life, it would NOT be as an auctioneer . . . hmmmmm.
     Show and Tell was next and there were some beautiful quilts shown, displaying the many talents 
of our members. As a speaker from several months ago said, we truly are Star quilters. Be sure to 
review them on the website.
     Ann mentioned the Secret Quilting Pal table and said if you are participating, please remember 
to pick up anything for you from the table.
     Ann Ware then said the cashiers will be at the table at the front of the room; please pick up 
whatever you won bids for in the back and bring it up front to settle up. There was a pretty long 
line of folks waiting to lighten their pocketbooks and carry off their new treasures. I hope you are 
as happy with your booty as I am with mine !
     The meeting was closed at 8:30 pm.
Respectfully submitted, 
Loretta Twiford, Secretary

A Request from the Photographer
     I need some help to get better photos of the members' quilts during Show and Tell. If the quilt 
can be shown at the front of the aisle (which is where I stand so I don't block the view), rather 
than to the side, and if the top could be held taut and straight (and high up if it's a big quilt), that 
would be helpful! ~ Kristin Farwig, Historian page 5    



     Welcome to our two new members: Linda Conner and Kathy Rondeau. 
     FYI: Membership renewal for the coming fiscal year will begin at the March 2016 meeting. 
~ Judy Coffman, Membership Chair

Groundhog Day at the  Virginia Quilt Museum
     The Virginia Quilt Museum will re-open for this year on Groundhog Day (February 2nd). 
     Two new exhibits will open. There will be live quilt conservation demonstrations in the new 
"Conservation Lab." 
     You can bring in a quilt from your collection for a "Talk About Quilts" assessment (no 
appointment necessary).
     Children will have a Groundhog Day quilt block activity.
     And for our movie buff guests, a free VQM pen or magnet to anyone who can tell us where in 
the movie "Groundhog Day" there is a special quilt sighting! A free guest pass is also yours if you 
can tell us what pattern is on the quilt in that scene! 

* * * * *
     Anyone who has a postage stamp quilt is invited to bring it to show when Kyra Hicks talks about 
"Franklin Roosevelt's Postage Stamp Quilt" on Saturday, March 12, at 1:30 PM at St. Stephen's 
Church, 358 S. Main St., Harrisonburg, VA.

* * * * *
Upcoming Exhibits (Feb 2 - May 7) 

3 Decades of a Quilting Friendship (Constance Norton and Violet Cavazos)
Mary Spitzer Etter Collection
Civil War Era Quilts by the American Quilt Study Group

            Happy Valentine's Day!     
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