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~ A Message from the Guild President ~
Well, just one more month of hot weather. Hopefully we won’t have the rain storm during our August 

meeting like the ones at the July and June meetings. As you know, I was a little freaked out worrying 
about driving home. I do hope everyone arrived home safe and dry. We had 26 members sign up for the 
Secret Quilt Pal exchange. There will a table set up at each meeting as a Post Office area. So be sure to 
check for any mail or package you might receive. All who signed up for Round Robin, remember you meet at 
6:30 before the guild’s meeting. Can’t wait to see the final blocks. Mini Demos start at 6:00. Workshop for 
Comfort quilts is August 29th. Pick up an extra kit at the August meeting to get started.The more 
comfort quilts we make, the more people stay warm. If you have any suggestions for future projects, 
please let the committees know. See you on the 3rd. Don’t forget this is National Watermelon Day. Be 
sure to bring those watermelon blocks. 
     Your President, Ann 

OPPORTUNITIES ON AUGUST 3
Monday, August 3, 5 PM -- Join Deborah Droog, our speaker, and other guild members for dinner at the 
All Sports Grill on Grandin Road (just past Patrick Henry High School, 3 blocks from our meeting place). 
Monday, August 3, 6 PM -- Demonstration of Back Basting by Linda Cronise
Monday, August 3, 6:30 PM -- Round Robin Quilt Block exchange -- see details in this newsletter.
Monday, August 3, 7 PM -- Our regular meeting: AN ARTIST’S QUILTING JOURNEY

Deborah Droog from Forest will be discussing the creative process -- how to capture it and turn it into 
play, abandoning rules and conventions, and just have fun following your heart. An artist, teacher, and 
designer, Deb has a master's degree in Fine Arts from Virginia Commonwealth University. And she is quite 
the entertainer!

Bring a watermelon block (any size) to the August meeting! One person will win them all.

COMFORT QUILT WORKSHOP
SATURDAY, AUGUST 29 from 9 AM to 3 PM at the Lutheran church where we meet once a month. 
 Bring your sewing machine. Quilt kits will be available. We will also need extension cords, irons, ironing 

boards, rotary cutters, and cutting mats. If your machine is not portable, come anyway, as there will be 
other things you can do, and we will have a couple of extra machines available. 

 If you've regretted being unable to go to the Barefoot Quiltessa meetings on a weekday, here is your 
chance to help make comfort quilts on a Saturday, in the company of your quilting friends! 

 Bring a lunch and drink for yourself. 

http://starquilters.org/


THE SEPTEMBER MEETING: THE MECHANICS OF CRAZY QUILTING
Monday, September 14, 7:00 p.m.

As a follow-up to the Crazy Quilt Workshop, Avis Withers of Wirtz will briefly detail crazy-quilt 
construction techniques. The workshop participants' blocks will be displayed.

The second half of the program will feature a discussion of quilt show pros and cons and will include a 
survey for members. -- Tam McBride, Program Chair

2014-15 Officers and Chairpersons
President ....................................................... Ann Ware
Vice-President .................................... Kathy Wickham
Secretary ........................................... Loretta Twiford
Treasurer ........................................ Susan Kraterfield
Newsletter ................................................. Laura Perry
Comfort Quilts ....................................... Judy Bradley 
Historian .................................................... Kitty Delapp
Hospitality ..................................................... Becky Kea
Library .................................................. Barbara Turner
Membership ............................................ Judy Coffman
Programs ............................................. Tamara McBride
Special Events ........................................ Linda Cronise 
Ways & Means ...................................... Vickie Kuhlman
Sunshine ............................................... Donna Kittelson

   Please contact any of the people above if you have questions. 
Their telephone numbers and email addresses are in the Membership Directory.

Sympathy to our Guild Friends

We extend sincere sympathy to Jo Bell in the death of her daughter's husband and to 
Kitty Delapp in the death of her son Dr. Paul DeLapp. 

SEPTEMBER 12th: CRAZY QUILT WORKSHOP
     Saturday, September 12, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. with break for lunch. Please bring your lunch and we will 
provide drinks and dessert.
     Avis Withers will instruct a class of 15 people in fine handwork for a crazy quilt block. All special 
needles, threads, motifs, pre-sewn block, and extra pattern will be provided. You need to provide only 
straight pins and a pair of small scissors. Registration fee is $25 and the class is near capacity. Please 
contact Tam McBride at 524-0263 to find whether there are spaces remaining. 

*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*
Starry Eyed Quilters 

Anyone who'd like to join this group making art quilts is welcome ... just talk to Susan Kraterfield. 
*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*
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Busy Hands will meet August 17th
The Busy Hands group meets at Starbucks inside Barnes & Noble Bookstore at Tanglewood Mall on the 

3rd Monday at 6:30 PM. We meet for about 1-1½ hours. Bring your supplies and any sort of handwork and 
join us. If you're not doing hand work, come anyway, just to talk. Questions? Phone or email Ann Ware. 

BAREFOOT QUILTESSAS will meet on August 7
     The Barefoot Quiltessas make comfort quilts for donation to those who need them. They meet to sew, 
piece, and have fun on the first Friday of every month at Our Lady of Nazareth Church on Rt. 419 
(Electric Road) from 10 AM until 3 PM. Bring your lunch and a non-perishable item for the Food Bank. 
     Anyone interested in the Quiltessas should give Judy Bradley their e-mail address. She sends out a 
note every month with details about the up-and-coming meeting. If you can't come every month, come 
when you can!

Notes from the Membership Committee
Only a few outstanding membership renewals still to come in, By now, everyone with an email address 

should have received the pictorial Membership Directory for 2015-2016. For those of you who are not 
connected, I'll bring printed copies to you at Monday night's meeting. ~ Judy Coffman

To place an ad for your quilting/sewing related business in the Star Quilters Newsletter, contact editor 
Laura Perry at starquilters.newsletter@gmail.com. Only $20.00 buys a business-card sized ad for 12 

months. This is a great way to advertise your business. 

A Note from the Editor
I'm looking for volunteers who'd like to help with the newsletter. For example, would anyone like to write 

a short biography of a guild member, like the ones published in the past? ~ Laura Perry 
<starquilters.newsletter@gmail.com> 
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UPCOMING QUILT SHOWS AND EVENTS
August 1: "Simply Elemental: An Outdoor Adventure." Open house at the Hahn Horticulture Garden at 
Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, 2 to 5 PM, featuring unique works by regional artists. Pieces chosen for their 
impact in a natural setting can be seen in the garden from August 1 - September 30. 
http://www.hort.vt.edu/hhg/events
August 1: Campbell Country Heritage Festival Quilt Display in Naruna, VA, 10 AM to 5 PM.
http://www.campbellcountyheritagefestival.com/blog/?ccm_paging_p_b292=1
August 4: Shannon Shirley will share the use of different types of threads for a variety of techniques, 
and beautiful threads will be for sale after her presentation at the regular meeting of The Quilting Party 
-- $2 visitor fee, free for TQP members, at 7 pm on August 4 at St. Michael's Lutheran Church, 2308 
Merrimac Rd, Blacksburg, VA 24060. http://kutauber.wix.com/the-quilting-party#! 
August 6-8: Mountain Piecemakers Quilt Show, Burnsville NC http://yanceychamber.com/event/mtn-
piecemakersquilt-guild-quilt-show/
August 14-15 -- Lake Norman Quilters "Sailing into Quilting" Mooresville NC lknquilters.wordpress.com

When you travel, check out http://quiltguilds.com/ to find quilt shows in whatever region you visit. 

A Certain Charm --  A Trunk Show by Shannon Shirley
August 3 at 10 AM in Floyd

A self-taught quilter from Woodbridge, Virginia, Shannon Shirley is an award-winning quilter, author, 
curator, and a darn fun presenter. She uses any technique from her toolbox to achieve a beautiful and 
unique quilt. Quilts inspired by children's artwork, incorporating vintage needlework, art quilts, traditional 
... there is sure to be something to interest everyone. www.onceinarabbitmoon.com

Shannon will share a variety of projects she has created quilting with vintage needlework. Sponsored 
by Floyd Quilt Guild -- $5 visitor fee, free for FQG members. 10 AM at Jacksonville Center for the Arts, 
220 Parkway Lane S., Floyd, VA 24091. For more info, call Sue Bainter at 989-5249 

Looking for a Quilter
I am trying to find someone that would make a quilt for my daughter, before she leaves for college. 

She is the first one in our family going to college, so I want to have something special to take to with her. 
I would like the quilt made from her elementary, middle and high school days t-shirts. I have no idea how 
to find a quilter.....but was hopeful your group could at least put me in touch with someone who quilts. My 
home email address is yelnun@cox.net Any help would be appreciated. Thank you, Sherry

POSTSCRIPT FROM THE SALEM FAIR
     Congratulations to our own Victoria Person, who received the Darlene Brightwell Award as the adult 
entrant most outstanding in number and quality of entries. 

Need a Keyboard? 
Do you need a working keyboard for your computer? I know most people have laptops now, but I have 

keyboards we don't need: Dell Model SK-8110, Dell Model SK-1000REW, Compaq Model SDM45400L, HP 
Model SK-2960. Price is FREE. Call or email me if you need them. Ann Ware
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ROUND ROBIN QUILTS
     Let's first answer the question: What is a Round Robin quilt? A Round Robin quilt may be described as 
fun, challenging, and exciting. This is a quilt that each quilter makes a center block and hands it over to 
another quilter in the group to put a border around the center block. Then the center block is passed to a 
third quilter to add a second border and so on to each member of the group. After the final quilters adds 
the last border, the quilt top is returned to the center square maker to finish the quilt. The challenge is 
that each quilter will be designing and putting a border on each quilt. It may be the first, second, third, 
etc. The exciting part is that the maker of the center block does not see it again until the final border 
has been added to it. 

We will be starting our 2015 Round Robin at the August meeting. If you would like to join us, please 
bring your center block in a non-see-through bag at 6:30 PM. We will form our groups and exchange center 
blocks at that time. Also, if a few people could bring one of their past Round Robins to show, that would be 
great. 

Looking forward to another creative Round Robin ... Kathy Wickham

Divide and Conquer -- Unite and Comfort
Guild members are invited to make blocks to be combined to make comfort quilts in this design. 

See http://starquilters.org/2015/05/07/new-comfort-quilt-design/

MINI-DEMONSTRATIONS SCHEDULED
These mini-demonstrations will be held at 6:00, before regular Guild Meetings, starting August 3rd.

August -- Linda Cronise -- BACK BASTING
September -- Ruthann Assaid -- LABELS FOR QUILTS

October -- Loretta Twilford -- BINDING TRICKS
November -- Sally Powers -- TIPS AND TOOLS

Be sure to arrive on time so you do not miss anything!

THANKS AND "NO THANKS!" FROM THE WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE
     The Ways and Means Committee thanks Guild members for their generous donations of fabric and 
quilting magazines. These are sold before most of our regular meetings, and the money raised buys fabric 
and supplies to make Comfort Quilts to donate to local charitable groups. 
     However, they ask that we do not donate items that are unrelated to quilting. Please, no embroidery 
thread, crochet patterns, knitting supplies, or magazines from the dawn of civilization -- before the 
invention of the rotary cutter! 
     The person who has to store the donated items in her house between meetings will be very grateful! 
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Minutes of the Star Quilters Guild Meeting on July 13, 2015
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm by President, Ann Ware. Ann reminded us that the Secret 

Quilter Pal would be starting, so fill out a form and turn it in; after the meeting there will be a drawing of 
names.

Treasurer - Susan Kraterfield was not present.
There will be a Comfort Quilts workshop at the regular meeting place and the date has been changed 

from that shown in the newsletter. The new date is August 29th, from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm so bring your 
lunch. 

Membership - Judy Coffman reported a total of 46 members present. The Membership Committee is 
trying to get the pictorial directory completed for email distribution by mid-month. If you do not have 
email, printed copies will be available.

Sunshine - It was reported that member Jo Bell’s son-in-law had died and the funeral was yesterday in 
New York. Please remember Jo in your prayers.

Programs - Tam McBride. The speaker for the August meeting will be a Lynchburg artist-become-
quilter. Come expecting a rollicking good time. On September 12, There will be a Crazy Quilt workshop at 
the regular meeting location, from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. Everything you need will be provided by instructor, 
Avis Withers. You need only bring straight pins and small scissors . . . and a check for $25. The class is 
limited to 15 and 11 have already signed up. The sign-up sheet was passed around. The resulting product 
need not be considered only a quilt block, but can be used as a frame for an existing quilt block.

Ann Ware reported that Guild members had worked the Salem Fair, for a total of 30 to 35 hours at 
$11.00 per hour. All monies received will be used by Comfort Quilts. 

Ways and Means - Vickie Kuhlman reported that tonight’s total was $140.50.
Ann then asked for a show of hands on how many members are also members of National Quilting 

Association. She explained that in order for the Guild to become a member, there must be 5 individual 
members who join. Individual membership is $29 per year, Guild membership is $45 per year. 

Kathy Wickham took the floor and explained more about the NQA, stating that we still have raffle 
tickets available for the Nancy Ferris jacket, the drawing for which will be held at the October meeting; 
if we were members of the NQA we could post that item on the NQA website and that would open it up to 
a much wider audience for the sale of raffle tickets. We could also post notices for our Quilt Show and 
other events. The NQA is comprised of quilters all over the country. 

Ann Ware stated that last month the program was about orphan blocks and a Guild member had 
donated ten (10) hand appliqued blocks which will be auctioned off tonight. All monies received will be 
given to Ways and Means. The bidding was started at $25 and with a final bid of $45, the blocks were 
sold to Tam McBride.

Ann announced that starting next month, at 6:00 pm there will be a mini demonstration held in a corner 
of the room. The schedule was in the July newsletter; August will feature Linda Cronise demonstrating 
Back Basting, September will be Ruthann Assaid demonstrating Labels for Quilts, October will be Loretta 
Twiford demonstrating Binding Tricks and November will be Salley Powers demonstrating Tips and Tools. 
Be sure to come early for these demonstrations.

Also, Round Robin will be starting next month, so those participating need to be here at 6:30pm with a 
block at least 12.5"x whatever in a non-see-through bag and a quilt label large enough for each border 
participant to sign. 

Ann Ware then said that next month’s meeting on August 3 falls on National Watermelon Day. She is 
asking everyone to make a block representing a watermelon. The blocks will be put on display and there will 
be drawing for them.

Ann asked for any other business before the program and said that following the program will be Show 
& Tell and Secret Quilting Pal drawing.
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The meeting was turned over to Tam McBride, who introduced the speaker, Marcia Albert, ASG, who 
said that she has 40 pillows in use in her home; Ms. Albert gave a pillow trunk show and let us know that 
pillows can be made from a lot of things, not just orphan quilt blocks. She told us about silk screening, 
bleaching, photo transfer, needlework, different pillow back closures, etc.

And then at 7:45 pm, this chicken-heart decided to fly the coop because of pending bad weather. But 
she hopes that all of you were able to return home safely. Golly days, you probably didn’t even get wet if 
you waited it out !! Oh, well. See you next month!
Respectfully submitted,
Loretta Twiford, Secretary

P.S. I was told by President Ann Ware that she tried to get Show & Tell postponed, but members were 
not having any of that !! Good for you for waiting out the storm and having clear weather for the drive 
home. 

Secret Quilt Pals Keep Their Friends in Stitches
If you signed up to be a Secret Quilt Pal, leave cards or packages for your SQP on the table set up at 

each meeting as a "Post Office." And be sure to check for any mail or package you might receive! 
REMEMBER, DO NOT TELL ANYONE WHO YOUR SECRET QUILT PAL IS. At the July 2016 meeting, we 

will reveal who we are. If you have any questions, please call or email me. -- Ann Ware

Here's Another Thing to Do with Orphan Blocks ...

If you look closely, you will see that this is a patchwork car cover. 
Hearts and Hands Quilt Show in Sanford NC, October 16-17, 2015. http://www.heartsandhandsnc.org/
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Ode to My Wife the Quilter
(author's name lost in the mists of time)

She learned to quilt on Monday.
Her stitches all were fine.

She failed to thaw out dinner.
So we went out to dine.

On Tuesday, she quilted miniatures.
She says they are a must.

They really were quite lovely.
But she forgot to dust.

On Wednesday she made a sampler.
She says that stippling's fun.

What highlights! and what shadows!
But the laundry wasn't done.

Bright patches were made Thursday --
Yellow, blue, and green and red.

I guess that she was quite engrossed,
For she never made the bed.

Wall hangings came on Friday,
In colors she adores.

It never bothered her at all,
The crumbs upon the floors.

I found a maid on Saturday.
My week is now complete.

My wife can quilt the hours away;
The house will still be neat.

And now at last it's Sunday.
I think I'm going to wilt.

I've cursed, I've raved and ranted, but --
The MAID has learned to QUILT!

This poem was sent by Gisela O'Connor, who says she laughed and laughed when she read it and wants to 
share it with her Quilt Guild friends. 
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