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~ A Message from the President ~
     Members, 
     Well, summer is finally here. The Quilt Show is over and we can sit back and relax. Wrong! Personally, I 
can never relax. The older I get, the more I want to do. My bucket list just keeps growing. I guess adding 
to the bucket list is one way of looking for the energy and time to do all we do. As most of you know, I 
have a huge vegetable garden. Every year we say it is going to be smaller, but it does not happen. Maybe if 
the tiller broke!! Seeing the plants going from a seed to food on the table is very rewarding. Making a quilt 
is the same as planting a garden. You see that pattern (ground), then purchase the fabric (seed), sew the 
design (plant), enjoy the quilt (food). Be proud of all you do. 
     Your President, Ann 

THE JUNE MEETING
Monday, June 1, 7:00 p.m. 

Orphan Blocks: Solutions and Block Exchanges
What to do with that stack of homeless blocks stuffed in a drawer? Kathy Wickham will offer many 

solutions and examples. Bring your orphans to the meeting and we’ll make exchanges via a game that Kathy 
will lead. Help your orphans find a forever home! 

(Remember, these are blocks you never found a use for -- as in “What was I thinking?”)

THE JULY MEETING
Monday, July 13, Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
Silk Screening and Piles of Pillows

A lesson on silk screening will be taught by Marcia Albert, ASG. She will then segue into pillow 
construction and a trunk show of her massive pillow collection. After all, she is known as The Pillow Queen!

(As always, the July meeting will avoid the July 4th holiday by meeting on the second Monday.)
-- Tam McBride, Program Chair

Pick up Your New Membership Card
When you sign in for the meeting Monday night, be sure to pick up your new membership card for 2015-

2016. If you haven't renewed yet, you will receive your card at the meeting following dues being paid. If 
you have joined since last May or if you want a new picture in the pictorial membership directory, please 
stay a few minutes after the June meeting and have your picture taken. My goal is to have the directory 
ready for distribution in July. -- Judy Coffman, Membership Chair 

A very special welcome to 3 new members who joined at the Quilt Show: 
Terry Doyle, Twila Gibson, and Jean O'Hara, all of Roanoke. 

http://starquilters.org/


2014-15 Officers and Chairpersons
President ....................................................... Ann Ware
Vice-President .................................... Kathy Wickham
Secretary ........................................... Loretta Twiford
Treasurer ........................................ Susan Kraterfield
Newsletter ................................................. Laura Perry
Comfort Quilts ....................................... Judy Bradley 
Historian .................................................... Kitty Delapp
Hospitality ..................................................... Becky Kea
Library .................................................. Barbara Turner
Membership ............................................ Judy Coffman
Programs ............................................. Tamara McBride
Special Events ........................................ Linda Cronise 
Ways & Means ...................................... Vickie Kuhlman
Sunshine ............................................... Donna Kittelson

   Please contact any of the people above if you have questions. 
Their telephone numbers and email addresses are in the Membership Directory.

I would personally like to thank the quilt show committee for all of their tireless efforts in the 
planning and the executing of the show. Not only did these committee members give up evenings planning 
the show, but gave up three or four days working the show as well. I think the changes to this year's show 
were well thought out, communicated to everyone, and did indeed improve the show. I thought the 
information was shared with the guild in a timely manner and it was easy to see exactly what was going to 
happen to your quilt. I would like the give the committee a big round of applause and a standing ovation!! 
These ladies earned it and your respect. 
-- Dawn Schaben

     Thanks to the people who made our 2015 quilt show, "Vintage to Modern," such a great display of 
quilting and creative talent. They devoted untold hours to this labor of love and did an amazingly efficient 
job in coordinating the needs of quilters, vendors, and viewers. 
     If you visited the show, then you know how good it was! I was impressed by the way in which the quilts 
were hung and displayed, with plenty of light and enough space between them so they weren't crowded. 
The ribbons with little yo-yos were so adorable. The "white glove" ladies did a good job of protecting the 
quilts and answering questions, ably assisted by efficient (and funny) signs. The challenge quilt theme was 
well chosen and produced a group of varied mini-quilts that reinforced the show's theme. The bed turning 
was a big hit, attracting standing-room-only audiences and then entertaining and enlightening them. Check-
in and check-out were quick and efficient. The people listed below and the other volunteers who helped 
them looked pretty tired by the end of the weekend, but their hard work produced an excellent show! 
-- Laura Perry

Here are the names of the show coordinators:
Co-Chairs.........................................Elsie Bailey, Kathy Wickham
Admissions/Entrance............................................Linda Whisman
Awards..............................................Chris Epperley, Anita White
Bed Turning.......................................................................Ann Ware



Challenge Quilt..................................................Judy McWhorter
Check In................................................Elsie Bailey, Laurie Lyons
Check Out.......................................Claire Hightower, Ann Ware
Community Service.....................Judy Bradley, Ethel Simmons
Door Prizes..................................................................Laurie Lyons
Floor Plan.....................................Vickie Kuhlman, Peggy Ramsay
Hanging/Take Down..................Vickie Kuhlman, Peggy Ramsay
Judging.................................................................Show Committee
Logo Art..............................Ashley (Vickie Kuhlman’s daughter)
Membership...............................................................Judy Coffman
Publicity/Printing...........................Elsie Bailey, Kathy Wickham
Registration................................................................Tam McBride
Security.............................................................................Committee
Signage......................................................................Gisela O’Connor
Sponsors/Vendors.....................................Elsie Bailey, Ann Ware
Volunteers........................................Judy Coffman, Sallie Powers

COMING IN SEPTEMBER: CRAZY QUILT WORKSHOP!

Saturday, September 12, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. with break for lunch
Avis Withers will instruct a class of 15 people in fine handwork for a crazy quilt block. All special needles, 

threads, motifs, pre-sewn block, and extra pattern will be provided. 
You need to provide only straight pins and a pair of small scissors. 

Registration fee is only $25 and the class will fill quickly, so 
please bring your check to the June meeting to secure your place.

*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*
Starry Eyed Quilters 

Anyone who'd like to join this group is welcome ... just talk to Susan Kraterfield. 

*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*

Busy Hands will meet June 15th
The Busy Hands group meets at Starbucks inside Barnes & Noble Bookstore at Tanglewood Mall on the 

3rd Monday at 6:30 PM. We meet for about 1-1½ hours. Bring your supplies and any sort of handwork and 
join us. If you're not doing hand work, come anyway, just to talk. Questions? Phone or email Ann Ware. 



BAREFOOT QUILTESSAS will meet on June 5
     The Barefoot Quiltessas meet the first Friday of every month at Our Lady of Nazareth Church on Rt. 
419 (Electric Road) from 10 AM until 3 PM. Bring your lunch and a non-perishable item for the Food Bank. 
     Anyone interested in the Quiltessas should give Judy Bradley their e-mail address. She sends out a 
note every month with details about the up-and-coming meeting. 

My Visit to the Barefoot Quiltessas
     The Barefoot Quiltessas meet at Our Lady of Nazareth Catholic Church on Electric Road (Rt. 419). My 
sewing machine is not portable, so I took only myself and some items to contribute to the food pantry. I 
walked in the door and followed the sounds of women's voices to a large, brightly-lit room. There were 8 
or 10 women there, all busily engaged in cutting or sewing quilt blocks. They also had laid out on the floor 
several completed quilts and were deciding what backing to use with each. 

Betty Ann Tyree showed me how to use the steam iron on quilt blocks -- on the back, to set the seam, 
and then on the front, to make sure the fabric lies flat. Sure, I've been ironing for over half a century, 
but Betty has a lot of experience with quilts, and I was glad to get her advice! She also urged Nancy 
Oldham to sew quilt pieces without pinning them first. As a result, Nancy was able to start and finish an 
entire quilt top. The Quiltessas have learned a lot of tricks for making quilts quickly and efficiently. 
     The group has made hundreds -- or is it thousands? -- of quilts to be donated to local groups like the 
City Rescue Mission, Turning Point Shelter, and Good Samaritan Hospice. Of course, they meet on a 
weekday, which means a lot of people can't come to the meetings, but I recommend you give it a try if you 
can. It's a fun group and a rewarding experience!  -- Laura Perry

Support Our Advertisers -- They Support Us! 

To place an ad for your quilting/sewing related business in the Star Quilters Newsletter, contact editor 
Laura Perry at starquilters.newsletter@gmail.com. Only $20.00 buys a business-card sized ad for 12 

months. This is a great way to advertise your business. 

A Note from the Editor: I'm looking for Assistants!
I'm looking for volunteers who'd like to help with writing, reporting, assembling, or otherwise producing 
this newsletter. Let me know if you are interested! ~ Laura Perry <starquilters.newsletter@gmail.com> 

mailto:starquilters.newsletter@gmail.com


UPCOMING QUILT SHOWS AND EVENTS

Now through May 31, 2015: An online auction to benefit the Virginia Quilt Museum is now taking place at 
http://www.benefitbidding.com/auctions/listings/index.cfm?auction=187 Bidding will close at 10 pm EDT 
on Sunday, May 31. "The Virginia Quilt Museum is the official quilt museum of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia, and its mission is to celebrate and nurture Virginia's quilting heritage."
May 28-May 31, 2015: North Carolina Quilt Symposium "Mountain Stitches" in Flat Rock, NC. Quilt show, 
vendor mall, 3 days of classes (fees). See westernNCquilters.org
May 29-31, 2015: Quilters Unlimited's 42nd annual quilt show at the Dulles Expo Center in Chantilly, 
Virginia. 700+ quilts created by members, including 150+ mini-quilts inspired by the Beatles and shown in 
the book published by Schiffer.  Demos, classes, lectures, vendors. http://quiltersunlimited.org/quiltshow
June 2, 2015: New River Valley Fiber Artist Summer Picnic. The Quilting Party invites all quilters and 
their fiber art friends to an afternoon of Show and Tell (bring your fiber art!), Door prizes, Silent 
Auction, and friendship. Admission is free, and pre-registration is not required. Donations to Pot-Luck 
dinner, Silent Auction, and cash donations are appreciated. Social hour 5 - 6 pm, Picnic and Activities 6 - 
8.30 pm. In the Hahn Horticultural Garden, Washington St., Virginia Tech campus, Blacksburg, Virginia. 
http://kutauber.wix.com/the-quilting-party#!upcoming-special-events-/c180u
June 13-15, 2015: Quilts by the Bay in Annapolis, Maryland. http://www.annapolisquiltguild.org/
June 18-20, 2015: The West Virginia Quilt Festival in Summersville. wvquilters.org/2015Festival.html
June 19-20, 2015: Mountain Memories Quilt Show, sponsored by the Cumberland County, Tennessee, 
Piecemakers Quilt Guild. http://ccpiecemakers.com/ccp_web/ccp_005.htm
June 19-21, 2015: Mountain Majesty Quilt Show. Western Maryland's largest quilt show -- sponsored by 
Schoolhouse Quilters' Guild. http://schoolhousequilters.org/quilt_show.html
June 21 - September 8, 2015: ROW BY ROW. It's like a shop hop, but it's not... Visit any of the 
participating shops and receive a free pattern for a row in a quilt. Combine your rows in any way to create 
a unique quilt that represents the fun you had traveling throughout the summer. Travel with friends, 
discover new quilt shops and have fun collecting rows! Prizes, too. http://www.rowbyrowexperience.com/ 
June 24-25, 2015: CIVIL WAR QUILTS: WHAT THE WOMEN LEFT BEHIND. A Quilt Study Seminar 
presented by Virginia Quilt Museum in Harrisonburg, Virginia. Two days with mid-19th century textiles and 
experts at two museums, lectures & tours of exhibits of period quilts from the Shenandoah Valley. Learn 
what the quilts that survived tell us about life during and after the conflict. Agenda, fees & registration 
at www.vaquiltmuseum.org/specialevents/
July 16–18, 2015: Ricky Tims’ Super Quilt Seminar in Morgantown, West Virginia (2 1/2 days $189).
http://www.rickytims.com/seminars/

When you travel, check out http://quiltguilds.com/ to find quilt shows in whatever region 
you visit. The ones listed in this newsletter are only a small part of what's out there! 

http://wvquilters.org/2015Festival.html
http://www.rickytims.com/seminars/
http://kutauber.wix.com/the-quilting-party#!upcoming-special-events-/c180u
http://westernNCquilters.org/
http://quiltersunlimited.org/quiltshow
http://www.benefitbidding.com/auctions/listings/index.cfm?auction=187
http://www.annapolisquiltguild.org/
http://ccpiecemakers.com/ccp_web/ccp_005.htm
http://schoolhousequilters.org/quilt_show.html
http://www.rowbyrowexperience.com/
http://www.vaquiltmuseum.org/specialevents/
http://quiltguilds.com/


Photos of the quilts displayed at the Quilt Show can be seen on our website. 
Above: detail from Susan Kraterfield's quilt "Celtic Rhapsody"

Looking for a Quilter
  Connie Stevens writes: "Is there a quilter for hire? My mother-in-law is in hospice, and when the time 
comes, we’d like to have a quilt made out of some of her favorite things. Actually, they are all already-
quilted fabrics.  She had many quilted blazers and a quilted robe, and I’d like to see if they can be 
transformed into small blankets as keepsakes for her granddaughters. Do you know anyone in the Roanoke 
area available for a job?"

If you can help, write Connie at www.wvtf.org, where she works, or ask Susan Kraterfield or Laura 
Perry for her phone number. 

VOLUNTEER WITH US AT THE SALEM FAIR
July 1 - 15, 2015

     Plan to volunteer to watch the crafts exhibits at the Salem Fair. This has been a good fundraiser for 
us! The money buys fabric and supplies to make Comfort Quilts for local people in need of comfort. 
     By the way, if you have young children or grandchildren: Anyone 18 or younger who enters at least 
three (3) exhibits will receive a free ride pass to use for one day, either July 8th or July 9th. This could 
be a good way to get them excited about sewing and quilting! 

A New Comfort Quilt Design: Divide and Conquer

Betty Ann Tyree invites Guild members to help making blocks for comfort quilts in a new design. 
Following the directions on the website will make 2 blocks from a small amount of fabric -- 

3 strips of Fabric A, each 12½ inches by 4½ inches
3 strips of Fabric B, each 12½ inches by 4½ inches
8 blocks from a neutral fabric, 4½ by 4½ inches

Photos on the website will show you what colors to use and how to assemble the blocks. Your blocks will be 
combined with blocks from other people to make Comfort Quilts. See 
http://starquilters.org/2015/05/07/new-comfort-quilt-design/

http://starquilters.org/2015/05/07/new-comfort-quilt-design/


Minutes of the May Meeting 
     The May 4, 2015, meeting of the Star Quilters Guild was called to order by President Ann Ware at 
6:05 pm. The May Social theme was Garden Party and grace was offered. Becky Kea with Hospitality then 
welcomed everyone, and the feasting began in an orderly manner. Ann Ware announced if there was a star 
under your placemat, then you were the lucky recipient of the flowers gracing your table. She then 
thanked everyone who brought food.
     Ann Ware announced that Tam McBride of Program Committee was not present because her husband 
has a medical situation, but Program Committee is planning a six hour workshop in September on Crazy 
Quilts. They will need 15 people and the cost will be reasonable, between $20 and $30. A show of hands 
indicated there would be no problem with attendance and there will be more information at the June 
meeting.
     Ann then said that on each table is a white sheet showing the proposed budget, and we would like to 
vote on it tonight so we can start the new year with a budget. There were a few questions from the floor 
concerning the income from the Quilt Show and Ann explained that we do not have a total as of yet. Elsie 
Bailey then explained some aspects of the Quilt Show budget and that we cannot depend upon getting 
$2000 into the budget every show year. Ann Ware said the vendors paid on the last year’s budget.
     Other questions concerned the budget allowance for the Library. Ann said the Library Committee 
decided that $100 would be enough for next year, and the Library would still be in existence.
     Ann also pointed out the item in the budget for a PA system; that is for the possibility of doing 
something outside of the current venue, and not having to depend on there being a PA system available.
     Ann Ware asked if there were other questions about the budget and there were none. She asked for a 
motion and second to accept the proposed budget, and by a show of hands, the budget was approved and 
accepted by the membership with no objections. She thanked the membership.
     Ann then gave the floor to Joyce Noell who gave credit where credit was due for a fine quilt show, and 
apologized for previously having a negative attitude about the show. She asked everyone who had any part 
in this year’s quilt show to stand and about 98% of the room rose to their feet. (Good job, ladies!)
     Ann Ware then read a very complimentary email from Neva Hart saying good things about the show. 
She then gave the floor to Elsie Bailey and Kathy Wickham, who asked that all who had won an award at 
the quilt show come forward, where a group picture was taken. Elsie Bailey then said the judging was 
completed earlier than expected on Thursday because of the good help and coordination. Kathy Wickham 
wanted to thank everyone involved, and reminded all that we have two years to work on our quilts for the 
next show! Ann Ware added that everything went very well this year with the new procedures. She 
reminded us that it is everyone’s Guild and we need everyone’s input.
     Kathy Wickham said the raffle for the Nancy Ferris jacket and handbag brought in over $100 at the 
quilt show, at $1 per ticket. We would like everyone to take a packet of tickets to sell and bring the money 
to the meeting. There were 500 tickets printed.
     Cathy Russell gave a recap of the Taubman Museum children's day last month. They were expecting 
300-500 children and five were in attendance. As a consequence, there is a lot of leftover paper and she 
will bring some to each meeting for members to purchase. Judy McWhorter and Carolyn Nelson also did a 
bed turning at Taubman Museum, and attendance was very low.
     When Ann asked if anyone else had comments or questions, Ethel Simmons said she had some 10-inch 
squares with her tonight, and it was not too late to make the Challenge Blocks using the focus fabric and 
some of your own.
     It was then time for Show & Tell. Following Show & Tell there was a motion and second to adjourn the 
meeting; the meeting was adjourned at 7:25 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Loretta Twiford, Secretary



GRANDMAMMA'S QUILT   
In the days of ever so long ago,
My dear little grandmamma learned to sew. 
Great-grandmamma cut, with a careful eye,
Dozens of patches, each true as a die. 
Then she basted them neatly, part by part,
And arranged the colors with careful art.
There was Turkey red and indigo blue,
With India chintz that was warranted true
And was stamped in patterns of ancient times,
With wondrous blossoms from tropical climes
That never would wither, or fade, or wilt,
On dear little grandmamma's patchwork quilt. 
Great-grandmamma took her needles and thread,
Put thimble on finger, and then she said:
"My daughter, stop playing, come sit by me;
I will start the stitches as they should be.
Sew over and over, a fine, straight row --
That is the way little girls should sew."
Grandmamma sat down, with a pursed-up lip,
Her thimble all ready on finger-tip,
And a frown which looked very solemn and wise
Made a criss-cross wrinkle between her eyes. 
She took up her block and began to sew,
But, ah, how strangely those stitches did go!
Crowded, and crooked, and jagged, and queer,
Some were too far off, and some were too near.
The thread got knotted, the needle it bent,
And then wouldn't go the way that she meant, 
But pricked her so hard that she cried out, "Oh!
There's no use in trying; I cannot sew."
Then great-grandma took grandmamma on her knee,
"Don't cry, and try again, daughter," said she.
"Sew over and over, a fine, straight row --
That is the way little girls should sew."
So grandmamma sewed until it was done --
That block of her quilt, the very first one.
Then great-grandmamma said that every day
A block must be pieced before she could play. 
So she sewed through autumn, winter and spring,
And into the summer -- dear little thing!
And wasn't she glad, one sunny June day,
To patch the last block, and lay it away?
Next, all must be pieced together, you know,
Each block in its place the way it should go. 
So she matched them all carefully, each bright hue,
The green with the scarlet, orange with blue.
Then after the quilt was put on the frame,
Lots of great-grandaunts and grand-cousins came,
And in a pattern of curly-cue scroll,
With dainty stitches, they quilted the whole.
And when it was finished, they all agreed
The quilt did grandma credit indeed;
For no little girl of her age, they said,
In town, could make such a quilt for her bed.
And so, in one corner, to keep her fame,
In permanent ink they marked her name,
With down strokes heavy, and up strokes fine,
"Mehitabel Patterson, aged nine."
And it took a year from the day 'twas begun
To patch it, and quilt it, and finish it done.

-- James Elverson
  published in the Los Angeles Herald on 20 January 1907


