
Upcoming Meetings 
 

January 11—Orphan Blocks With Possibilities.   
Bring your orphan blocks and we will  

 discuss ideas on how to use them. 
 
February  1—Jill Setchel’ will present a special 

program. 
 
March 1—Stevii Graves who is a quilt judge will 

present  “Unusual Places for Quilters to Find 
Tools. 

 
April 3—Lois Griffith will present a program on 

Paper Piecing. 
 
May 3—Spring Social 
 

 
Inclement Weather 

 
 Winter is here!!!  
 
The Guild follows the schedule of 
Virginia Western Community College. 

If their evening classes are canceled, our meeting 
will also be canceled.   
 
 

Newsletter Ads 
 

If you would like to place an ad for your 
quilting/sewing related business in our Newsletter, 
contact Linda Greene. 

The cost to place your ad in the Star Quilters 
Guild Newsletters is $20.00 per year for a business 
card size. This is a great way to advertise your 
business.   

 

Blue Ridge Quilt Festival 
June 18-20, 2010 

New Blacksburg Middle School 
3109 Prices Fork Road,  Blacksburg, VA  24060 

Admission:  $5.00 
 

 Extensive Vendor Mall, Quilts, Wearables, 
Art Quilts, Kaleidoscope Quilts, Appraisals on 
Saturday, Vendor Sponsored Awards, Views Choice, 
Door Prizes. 
 Workshops with Linda Fiedler, Paula Golden, 
Ellen Guerrant, Didi Salvatierra, Susan Brittingham 
and Kathy Sevebeck. 
  

For more information:  www.BRQFestival.com 
 
 

Nominating Committee  
 

 The Nominating Committee will be looking 
for new officers and chairpersons of committees 
soon.  If you are asked to take a position on the 
board, please think about becoming part of the 
Executive Board as we plan for another wonderful 
year.  If you would like to volunteer for a position, 
contact  someone on the Executive Board. 

 

Membership Matters 
 
Three new members joined our guild during 

our December Christmas party.  Their names are: 
Jan Dickens, Suzette Hile, and Kitty DeLapp.  They 
will be introduced at the January meeting. 

Let’s start the New Year by remembering to 
wear our name badges to all meetings and 
activities.  If you have forgotten your name badge, 
be sure and pick up a temporary one at the 
membership desk. 

  Sue Dixon, Membership  
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Barefoot Quiltessas 

 
The Barefoot Quiltessas meet the 1st Friday 

of each month at Our Lady of Nazareth Church, 
2505 Electric Road, SW, in Roanoke They meet from 
10:00 AM-3:00 PM. Bring your lunch and join in for 
fun and hands-on learning. 

For more information contact: Gayla Heath 
or Judy Bradley. 

 
 

2009-10 Officers and Chairpersons 
 

President Judy McWhorter 

Vice President Mary Lou Lumsden 

Treasurer Claire Hightower 

Recording Secretary  Ann Weaver 

Corresp. Sec./Parlia. Ann Weaver 

Sunshine Natalie McMahon 

Programs Sallie Powers 

Membership Sue Dixon, Madeline Demchak 

Ways & Means Shirley Foutz, Shirley Meador 

Comfort Quilts Ethel Simmons, Judy Bradley, 

 Ruth Bunt 

Newsletter/Publicity Linda Greene 

Librarian Chris Epperley 

Hospitality Victoria Person,  

 Kathy Wickham, Susan Butler 

Historian Carol Morehart 

 
 

 Dear Jane Group  
 

The Dear Jane Group meets the 3rd Monday 
of each month at St. John Lutheran at 7:00 PM. The 
plan was to work on the Jane Stickle quilt making 
individually chosen blocks that each member chose 
to make. 

This has evolved to any type of hand-piecing 
and all hand-piecers or wanna be hand-piecers are 
invited. It is a great time of fun, fellowship and help 
from other members.  Bring your own supplies. Of 
course we all will be glad to share if you forget to 
bring something. 

For more information contact: Sallie Powers 
or Linda Greene. 
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Preparing a Quilt For Longarm Quilting 
Arlene Wright of Eagle Ridge Quilting 

 
 I remember sewing as a very young child and my Mom’s concern that I wanted to sew all of her fabric scraps 
together in to strips and squares. She has never had the quilting bug! The oldest quilt that I have is a lovely double knit 
polyester that has some squares of the left over lime green plaid leisure suit material from my first date with my (now) 
husband.  I made that when I was 14. I have quilted ever since and this past summer I underwent back surgery and 
realized that I would not be able to return to the medical field. I finally took the leap and became a longarm quilter when 
I bought my Statler.  
 I was asked by Linda Greene to write a brief article on preparing quilts for longarm quilting.  Please keep in 
mind that this is a basic guideline and is by no means hard fast rules.  
 The denser the quilted design longarmed on to a quilt, the more shrinkage can occur. It is possible that a quilt 
can shrink up to 5%. The most shrinkage occurs to whole cloth quilts. Please keep this in mind if you are planning on a 
certain size completed quilt for a project.  
  Anything that takes time and/or effort is an expense that longarm quilter could pass along to the owner of the 
quilt top. 
  
To reduce your costs here are some recommendations: 
 

Do not baste or pin your quilt top, batting and backing together. We load them separately on our 
machines. 

Remove extra threads from the back of the quilt top. This is absolutely essential, if darker threads show up 
behind lighter fabric it looks like your completed quilt has varicose veins! 

The backing and batting must be larger than the quilt top. The minimum is 3 inches on every side. 
Some longarmers want up to 5 inches on every side. The reason is that we attach the backing on our machines, 
then the batting. The quilt top is either “floated” or basted as the top layer. We use clamps on the sides to 
stabilize the materials for the quilting process. Some longarmers provide backing and/or batting as an option. 
The batting that some longarmers provide is frequently bought as large rolls that have no wrinkles like those in 
packages. By buying in bulk, it can usually be offered a lower rate and the decreased wrinkles assist the 
longarmer in preventing folds within the quilting process. Most longarmers reserve the right to refuse inferior 
batting. Inferior batting can cause different densities within the quilt, shrink/shred when washed and poke 
through the quilt when stitched. 

If you have pieced your backing, please cut off the selvages from the edge. The selvage can cause 
puckering along the seam. It is best if the seam(s) on the backing is(are) pressed open, which will cause less 
layers. Increased layers can cause distortion in the quilted design. Seams on the backing will last longer if they 
are not placed in areas were the quilt will be routinely folded. 

Press your quilt top and the backing. This is important to prevent folds in the quilt.  
Use 100% cotton for the backing. Blends and polyester stretch at a different rate then cotton and can cause 

puckering and tucks on the back of the quilt. Some longarmers refuse to use bed sheet material for backing; 
sheets are notorious for causing problems because they are slick. 

Square up the backing. If the backing is not squared up, the back will not be smooth and wrinkles and tucks 
could occur during the quilting process. 

Wavy borders are not friendly! Lay your quilt top on a flat surface. If the border is wavy, then the extra material  
 will have to be worked into the quilt. Some fullness can be worked in without problem. However, too much 

fullness could mean irregular finished shape. Sometimes this extra material has to be given a false seam or it will 
end up as puckers or pleats.  

Indicate the top of the quilt, if desired.  Longarmers want to make sure designs are orientated correctly.  
If you have prewashed your quilt top materials, please prewash your backing. Not only does this 

prevent bleeding, it helps with shrinkage problems. Some materials can shrink up to 5% during the wash/dry 
process. If the backing shrinks after the quilt is completed, then all of your (and our) hard work could be 
puckered. Most quality batting does not have shrinkage issues. The amount of shrinkage possible is usually listed 
on the batting packaging.  

 
Longarmers want to make your quilts into heirlooms. We will do everything in our power to assist you. Please 

feel free to ask us questions, we are here to help you!      Thanks, Arlene  
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Make a Pillowcase, Make a Difference 
 Join us along with The American 
Patchwork & Quilting One Million Pillowcase 
Challenge. Let’s show our community how caring 
quilters can be. We can donate to shelters, 
nursing homes, children’s charities and more. 
Pillowcases can be turned in at Creative Quilting 
and Judy will go on line and add the number of 
pillowcases donated to the rolling counter. 
 Creative Quilting has a pillowcase pattern. 
You can go to:  www.Allpeoplequilt.com and 
download a pattern.  Let’s see how many 
pillowcases the Star Quilters Guild can make.  You 

Linda Sage Greene 
Star Quilters Guild 
2299 Brambleton Avenue 
Roanoke, VA  24015 
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can bring finished pillowcases to the Guild 
meetings or to Creative Quilting. 


